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The Sacred Ministry of Music 
Maybe it started when God created the heavens and 
the Music of the Spheres was a part of the great 
plan.  Maybe it continued when tribal peoples who 
could not communicate with words found that they 
could find resonance with each other as they 
hummed the same frequency.  Maybe we find 
essential comfort in the underlying repetition of the 
rhythmic beat that mimics our own pulse and 
breath.  Maybe itõs the joy that we share when we 
hear a certain song that speaks to our very core 
and realize that it might speak to someone else 
at that core level as well. 
Music can transcend words and thoughts at a 
sacred level of communication from the 
Creator to creature, from person to person, 
from our hearts to the Almighty. And we are 
invited to participate in this holy endeavor 
when we gather together, connecting  with 
each other and with our God at a deeper, 
more authentic place than we can with words 
alone.  What a gift we have been given! 
On May 17th, there will be a Music Appreciation 
Breakfast in Fellowship Hall between services for those 
who serve in the area of Music and Arts ministry in our 
church.  We are ever grateful to those who give their 
time and talent to the enrichment of our worship 
services through their gifts. 
We often take music for granted simply because it is so 
woven into the fabric of our being. The next time we 
sing a hymn or listen to an anthem or hear a song that 
moves us even a little bit, let us be grateful for the 
extraordinary gift we have been given in the everyday 
music all around us. 
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From Pastor Rick 
 
April was a great month for our church.  
We, of course, celebrated the 
resurrection of the Lord on Easter 
Sunday.  It was great to join with the 
largest Easter congregation we have had 
in many years.  As great as Easter 
Sunday was however, I am celebrating 
so much more of how we grew and 
served as the living Body of Christ in this 
past month.  Here are few examples: 

A new ministry began with 26 
members becoming trained as Parish 
Visitors.  These servants will begin 
making visits to the hospitalized, home 
bound, and others.  Their visits will be 
tangible gifts of compassion, caring and 
connection to those who are unable to 
attend church.  If you know of anyone 
who could use a visit, please contact the 
church office or email me at rdake@clarkstonumc.org. 

This yearõs confirmation class ended their shared journey of discovery and 
deepening in faith.  We will receive them into membership on May 3 and the 
Affirmation of Faith they wrote is a powerful testimony of faith.  I am excited to 
consider how these newest members will impact the Body of Christ for years to 
come. 

Mission fund raisers created opportunities for people to support the work 
of the church and have a great time in fellowship.  Our night in Detroit at 
Marioõs and the Detroit Symphony Orchestra was a great night. 
This congregation reached out to care for so many in need.  Our career 
transition ministry, Mission trip to Iowa, support to many who turned to the 
church of emergency assistance, work on the PET project, and so many other 
projects reached beyond the membership and exemplified what 
transformational mission is all about. 
All this is about to be eclipsed by a May that promises to be an amazing month 
given over to Christ.  As we give thanks for the month just past, take my advice 
to look at May and donõt miss out being part of this powerful time in our 
ministry. 
Pastor Rick 
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From Pastor Reed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you ever struggled to know what Godõs will for your life is?  I certainly 
answer a resounding, òYes,ó you probably do as well.  Well there is an answer: 
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will. Romans 12:2 
There is a line that separates everything we do. It separates the good from the 
better. It separates the moral from the immoral; the ethical from the unethical; 
the wise from the unwise. When you trade the better for the good, it creates 
distance between you and God; and it make Godõs will for us hard to see, 
hear, and feel. Too many of us walk the edge, cutting corners, trying to see 
how close we can get before we have to face the consequences. 
God tells us, though, in order to reach our potential, in order to gain the full 
and rich life that he has in store for us, we can't walk that line. Instead, we 
need to be in line with him. And to be in line with God we must make wise, 
insightful decisions. When we fail to do that, God seems farther away, and we 
shake our heads and say, "I shoulda, I coulda éif only." 
So why doesnõt God just keep the connection òhard-wired?ó I feel itõs because 
God wants the distance from God to act as a wake up call that weõre veering 
off course.  God loves us too much to let us stray without a warning. 
The best way to avoid diving into the pool of regret; the best way to make the 
right decisions is to ask ourselves the right questions. As you go through the 
decision making process, look at each option with "in tense" eyes. When you 
are in tense about your decision making process, you will gain the insight that 
allows you to see what is obscure to 
the rest of the world. 
This month, ask yourself if your 
decisions are going to reflect what 
you have learned from your past; if 
your decisions are wise considering 
your present conditions; and if your 
decisions are the best options to get 
you where God wants to take you. 
Get in line with God and you will be 
able to see the right answers to life's 
daily multiple-choice tests. 
May Godõs Will, Grace, and Joy be 
with you all, 
Pastor Reed 
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Our Spring Fling Family Dance has changed dates to Friday, May 1st 
at 7pm.  Enjoy an evening of your favorite music and dancing with friends as 
DJ Ben Mackie spins some great tunes in Fellowship Hall!  Refreshments will be 
served.     
 
VBS Registration Begins on Sunday, May 3rd at the Crossroads.  If 
your children plan on attending VBS during June 22-26 from 9am-noon, please 
sign them up ASAP.  VBS is open to all children who have completed 4 year old 
preschool through the 5th grade.  The cost is $15/child.  Invite friends and 
family too.  Registration closes June 8th.  
 
VBS volunteers are needed!  If you can help with VBS (June 22-26th from 
9am-noon), please fill out the insert from your bulletin or email Annette 
Siminski at asiminski@clarkstonumc.org.  We need volunteers in many areas 
such as crafts, kitchen & snacks, teachers, teacher-aides, games and more.  
Thanks for your dedication to this wonderful childrenõs program.   
 
Our Next VBS 2009 meeting is Sunday, May 17th at 10am in Room 
#207.  Join us as we finalize plans for our Camp E.D.G.E.  
 
We are collecting various items for VBS 2009.   These items include:  
pattern-free, light-colored pillowcases (new or gently used) to make childrenõs 
dresses; fabric pens and/or permanent markers; masking tape; craft sticks 
(colored and/or natural); juice boxes; individually packaged fruit snacks; 
granola bars; boxes of graham crackers; bags of marshmallows; and Hersheyõs 
bars.  If you would like to donate any of these items, please drop them off in the 
Missionõs Basket at the Crossroads, or in Annette Siminskiõs office.  
 
Summer Sunday School begins June 21st.  Like last year, Summer Sunday 
school will be available at the 10 am hour only.  Nursery (infant-3 years)  will be 
available at both 8:30 & 10am.  New this year is the age/format of Summer 
Sunday school.  It will be a One Room program for children ages 4 years thru 
those who have completed 1st grade.  Children 3 years and under may go to the 
nursery.  Children who have already completed 2nd grade or higher will attend 
worship service.  These children are encouraged to bring their bibles and listen 
to the sermon.  There will be quiet activities and hand-outs with questions for 
them each week pertaining to the worship service.  (Hint, hint:  There may 
even be a reward from Mrs. Siminski for answering the weekly questions!)   
 

 

CHILDREN  
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Y OUTH  
Spots are still open for the Righteous Mission Trip, July 12-
18.  Confidential scholarships are available.  Please see Greg Martin for the 
registration information. 
 
RM participants:  Remember that our next pre-trip meeting will be 
Sunday night, May 3, from 7PM-8:30PM 
 
2009 marks the 20th anniversary of the Righteous Mission 
program.  We are seeking alumni from these 20 years to join us for worship 
on Sunday, August 2 at 10 a.m.  If you have any addresses or information on 
any of the alumni, please contact Greg Martin at the 
church gmartin@clarkstonumc.org.  We also have a 
Facebook group started of Righteous Mission Alumni, 
so please encourage any alumni you know to join.  We 
already have 110 members in the group! 
 
Spots are still open for the Fuel Mission Week,  
June 15-19.  Scholarships are available.  Please see Greg Martin or the youth 
web page for the registration information. 
 
Attention all High School Seniors:  If you wish to be honored at our 
Graduation Sunday service at 11:15 on June 7, please turn in a senior picture 
and a 100 word bio to the church office no later than Thursday, May 7.  Also, 
if your family is attending the Graduation breakfast at 
9:30AM that same day, please RSVP to Greg at 
gmartin@clarkstonumc.org no later than Sunday,  
May 24.  
  
To the parents of all 8th grade students:  There 
will be two informational meetings for the 2009-2010 
confirmation class, Tuesday, May 26, and Thursday, 
May 28, both at 7PM in the youth lounge, with 
each family only needing to attend one.  If your family 
has any interest in your child going through 
confirmation next year, you will want to make one of 
these two meetings a priority, as you will find out 
about expectations, schedule, curriculum, and other 
details relating to confirmation. 
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Saturday.. May 9é 7:30pm é Sanctuary                                                    
Join us for the performance of Christian Comedian 
Matt Perry.  He will make you laugh, he will make 
you cry.  Bring your mother as a Motherõs Day gift as 
well as friends.  Open to the community.  Free will 
offering.  Dessert and coffee served in Fellowship Hall 
after the performance.  Childcare available for ages 1-
5.  Let us know if you are coming.  Sign up sheets will 
be available at the Crossroads and Fellowship Hall on 
April 26 and May 3rd.   

A Tea to Remember 
2nd Annual Friendship Tea to benefit ESTHERS Children, will be held on 
Saturday, May 2nd, 2009.  From 11:00am-2pm in CUMCõs Fellowship Hall.  
Invite the special ladies in your life as we celebrate friendship and loved ones.  
This years theme is Hats!  So donõt forget to wear your prettiest one!  Tickets are 
$25 & can be purchased by calling Pam Ruth at 248-620-6828 or email 
info@estherschildren.org  
 
SUPPORTING RELAY FOR LIFE 
The CUMC Relay for Life Team is organizing for the annual walk which is 
scheduled for Saturday, May 9th at the Clarkston Junior High School athletic 
field [track].  Bags for the luminary walk on Saturday night are also available for 
the fee of $10.00 each.  Please consider donating to the walk this year....or if 
you wish, please sign up to be a walker from our team. Contact Barb Kevern 248
-625-2223. 

Clarkston National Day of Prayer-  Thursday, May 7th, 2009ñ 7-9am                                                                                                                         
Held at St. Daniel Catholic Communityñ7010 Valley Park Dr.                                                                                         
(corner of Miler & Holcomb Roads, 2 blocks off Main St.)                                                    
Tickets: $7 (includes a full breakfast)  Available from your church office 

May 7 (Thursday) - CUMC PET PROJECT  Dave Kauffman is heading up 
Team CUMC and will be car pooling from the church parking lot at 08:15am 
(returning at 12:30) to Ed Knoll's workshop near Hadley to make and assemble 
parts for the PET.  Bring work gloves and a warm sweatshirt. Wear clothes that a 
little paint wouldn't ruin.  Disposable dust masks will be available, but if you 
have one you wish to bring, do so.  Please respond to Dave Kauffman by                             
e-mail (dkauffyman@yahoo.com) or by phone (248 673-1404), if you can go, or 
if you have any questions.  Thanks to the many people who have participated in 
this project.  God Bless...  Matthew 25:40  

 
 
 

EVENTS  
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Saturday, May 30 
Our Annual Rummage Sale Is Coming 

To A Fellowship Hall Near You! 
 

Can you believe ité.this is our 15th Anniversary! 
 
ǒYour donations are vital if we are going to have a successful sale. Donations 
can be dropped off in the fellowship hall starting on SUNDAY, May 17 
through TUESDAY, May 26. Donations are tax-deductible and forms are 
provided. 
 
ǒItems we cannot take are: computer equipment, ski equipment, baby cribs, 
text books or magazines, adult clothing, dehumidifiers, window blinds or large 
upholstered furniture. We donõt mean to sound ungrateful, but we know from 
experience these items will only take up room and wonõt sell in the end. If you 
have a question about an item, feel free to call Toni Smith at 248-625-8624. 

 
SET-UP TIME IS SHORT SO WE (REALLY, REALLY) NEED YOU! 
Please consider signing up for a shift (or 2 or 3) to work on the set-up of this big 
event. We promise you will be surprised with every box you unload, plus you 
will get to participate in the ever popular òguess what this isó game. Not to 
mention the fun of working with other church members to make this sale a big 
success. Who knows; you might even unpack the most wonderful treasure of the 
sale! 
 
Work dates are Tuesday, May 26 through Saturday, May 30.   A sign-up sheet will 
be posted May 1st on the UMW bulletin board located in the hall outside the 
church office. We cannot stress enough how important your help is. So please, 
please sign up to work, we promise it wonõt be dull or boring! 
 
Mark your calendars and plan to 
attend the special preview night for 
church members on Friday, May 29 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. A 20% surcharge 
will be added to sales that evening, 
but hey, you get first pick and we 
promise to serve cookies! 
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They will perform varied works which will showcase all three together, harp 
alone, organ and harp, organ alone, and soprano and organ.  A reception will 
follow in the Fellowship Hall.  Contact: Leslie Wills at ext. 229.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 òAdopt A Plotó  

We have twelve (12) areas around the church that need to be weeded and/or 
deadheaded from Spring through Fall.   
We encourage groups, families or singles to take responsibility for an area.  
Beginners welcome!  Gardeners love to share! 
Sign-up Sunday, April 5th, after each service (Narthex). 
This is a great way to give back without attending meetings or investing a huge 
amount of time. 
Questions?  Please contact  
Gina Foote 248-623-6653 
Please note:  The planting of flowers will not be a part of this program.  If you 
have a desire to plant, a sign-up sheet will be available starting April 5th also. 
 
Time for flowers and planting!  Go to Wojoõs Greenhouse on Oakwood Road 
in Ortonville on Wednesday, May 13th and Thursday, May 21st and mention 
Clarkston United Methodist Church when you check out.  10% of your pretax sale 
will be donated back to our church.  Thanks, and happy planting.   
  
    òEmmausó 
Luke Chapter 24 relates the story of two disciples of Jesus who were going along 
the road from Jerusalem to Emmaus.  As these two friends were walking together, 
they shared their heart's deepest concerns about the death of Jesus.  An unknown 
person, who was the risen Christ, joined them and explained the scriptures as they 
walked, how it was ordained that Christ would suffer and so enter his 
glory.  Toward the end of the day's travel, they urged the stranger to eat with 
them.  The climax happened when Christ took bread and gave it to them.  the two 
had their eyes opened and they recognized the stranger as the risen Christ.  They 
rushed back to Jerusalem to tell the others. 
I just had the privilege to serve on something called, The Walk to Emmaus.  It was 
a great and refreshing experience.  There are several folks in our church that have 
had the same experience as well.  We invite you to join us and be inspired as you 
experience a three-day experience of New Testament Christianity as a lifestyle.  It 
is highly structured spiritual retreat designed to strengthen and renew the faith of 
Christian people, and through them their families, their congregations, and the 
world in which they live.  Emmaus is a partnership between laity and clergy 
toward the renewal of the church. 
If your have been a part of this community, could you contact Kit in the church 
office, or myself so we can know who among us has already been involved?  I 
would like to help this community grow, and this is a good place to start. 
-Pastor Reed  
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Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  F r i  Sa t  

 
 

 Look for an  
updated version 
of calendar at  
Website:  
clarksto-
numc.org 

  1 
7-9pm Spring 
Fling Dance 

2 
12-3pm Estherõs 
Children 2nd 
Tea 

3 
VBS Registration 
7:15pm  Couples 
Class 

 

4 
7:30pm Book 
Club 
7:30pm Cub 
Scout Leaders 
7pm AGF Mtg. 

5 
6:30pm Freed 
Up Financial 
7pm Habitat for 
Humanity 

6 
12pm Luncheon 
Childrenõs Vil-
lage 
7pm Studyof 
Acts 
7pm Orchestra 

7 
7pm Alethea 
7pm Cub Scout 
9pm Menõs 
Choir 
 

8 
 
 
 

9 
7pm Speaker 
Series Comedian 
Matt Perry 
 
 

     10 
VBS Registration 
12:30pm  
Inquires Class 
6pm Last  
Connection  
Service 

11 
7pm Stephen 
Ministry Mtg 
7pm Trustees 
Mtg. 
 

12 
6:30pm Freed 
Up Financial 
Mtg. 
7pm SPRC Mtg. 
7pm UMM Mtg. 

13 
9am Memorial  
9:30 Heart of 
Hannah 
7pm Study of 
Acts 
7pm Whobody 

14 
7pm Boy Scouts 
7pm Finance  
9pm Menõs 
Choir 
 

15 
12pm Over 55 
Group 
 

16 
5:30pm Parentsõ 
Night Out 

17 
8am UMM/

Breakfast 
VBS Registration 
10am Choir 
Breakfast 
 7:15pm  Couples 
Class 

18 
7-11:30am Rum-

mage Sale Drop off 

7pm Ad Council 
7:30pm Ed 1 
Mtg 

 

19 
7-11:30am Rum-

mage Sale Drop off 

6:30pm Freed 
Up Financial 
 

20 
7-11:30am Rum-

mage Sale Drop off 

7pm Study of 
Acts 
7pm Orchestra 
 

21 
7-11:30am Rum-

mage Sale Drop off 

 

22 
7-11:30am Rum-

mage Sale Drop off 

7pm Spring 
Fling Dance 

23 
7-11:30am Rum-

mage Sale Drop off 

 

24 
VBS Registration 

31 
Pentacost Sunday 

11:15am Church 
Birthday Party 
4pm Concert: 
Heavenly Music 

Memorial Day25 
Office Closed 
7pm AA Mtg. 

26 
Rummage Sale 
Setup 

6:30pm Freed 
Up Financial 
 

27 
Rummage Sale 
Setup 

7pm Study of 
Acts 

28 
Rummage Sale 
Setup 

 
 

29 
Rummage Sale 
Setup 

Rummage 
Saleñ
Congregation 
7-8:30pm 

30 
Rummage 
Sale 9-5pm 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
MONDAY  

9-12:30PM REIKI HEALING TOUCH  

1-2:30PM KNITTING  

6PM TAI CHI 

7-8:30PM SEREDIPITY BIBLE STUDY  

7-9PM AA MEETING 

7-9PM CROSSWORD PRACTICE  (ENDS 

MAY 4TH)  

                                                       

TUESDAY  

9-2:00PM REIKI HEALING TOUCH  

7-8:30PM BOY SCOUTS 

 

WEDNESDAY  

7-8:30AM OPTIMIST CLUB 

9-11:30AM COMPANIONS IN CHRIST 

3-7PM REIKI HEALING TOUCH  

7:30PM JUBILATE BELLS 

 

THURSDAY  

1PM LINE DANCING  

5:30-7:30PM SACRED DANCE. 

6:30PM MENõS BIBLE STUDY  

7:30PM CHANCEL CHOIR 

 

FRIDAY  

7-8AM  MENõS BIBLE STUDY  

10AM BELIEVE-THE ABC OF TAI CHI 

7-9PM AA MEETING 

 

SUNDAY  

9-10AM WORSHIP 

10:10AM PARLOR CLASS 

10:10 PARENTõS CIRCLE 

11:15-12:15AM WORSHIP 

5-6PM FUEL MEETING (ENDS MAY 3RD) 

6-7PM THE CONNECTION  WORSHIP 

(LAST SERVICE MAY 10TH) 

7-8PM SNL MEETING (ENDS MAY 3RD) 

7-8PM CLUB 89 (ENDS MAY 3RD) 

 

 

MAY 2009 


