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One Degree of Separation

Theo Smith is 82 years old, and currently lives just outside of Gulfport,
Anyone who knows Theo knows that
fighting his fourth bout with c:

MS.
1
n

years ago his community was hit by the most devastating natural disasfer tc

country in the last half century, Hurricane Katrina.

Five years after, things havenot
has |l eft the state,
afford. FEMA granted Theo a trailer in the
immediacy after the storm, but now is telling
that they want it back. Theo will soon be for
to move back into his house, a house that is

chemotherapy and few family members livin
nearby.
*

As Brandon was growing up, he dealt with homelessness with his family.

result of a broken relationship, he had alienated his family and ended u

place to go. At the age of 19, the societal dis
homelessness flared up in his life again.
Alone, Brandon walked his way from Oak P

where his Godmother was letting him stay, t0 CHILDREN 4
C.0.T.S,, Coalition of Temporary Shelter, th

~ YOUTH 5 |
only shelter hed6d evier " known “exi
stay there was shorter than his subsequent stay,08s,ons 7
the streets.
As the wind began to whip and the snow beganPRAYERREQUESTS 13

fall, so did his spirit. As Brandon lay frozen inplace
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under four woolen covers on a chi Ildés
enemy. In fifteetmi nut e i ncrements he ficaughpt
safety. Brandon was scared for his life knowing that if someone did not takd it
from him, he would

Ninth grade is a tough time in]mo
in 2009 than it was2lDyears ago. Current day teens have more accegs to
temptation, have more pressure put on them, and are expected to mpke
decisions that people their age have never had to make until recen?lr Int
world that they |ive in, itds i f

confident in who they are, and, most of all, to be a passionate followgr of J
*

The previous three people are three real life examples of lives that hpve re

been touched by God through the youth/young adult ministry at Clar

ston

UMC. The College Righteous Mission group was blessed to have mt The

tear up and lay down new tile in his living room and bathroom. Thed
amazing story with the group, and talked of how God had blessed hi

Detroit.

Recently, at Rockathon 09 (a confirmation
event), the students were chatting about
how being a regul ar
youth ministry had impacted them, and
one student particular made this
statement: 0Being
given me a sense of confidence about wh
I am, which makes it easy for me to mak
the right deci si
pause after the statement, and one
the students around her echoed the sa
thought.

share

, eV
through their presence. Brandon is currently a resident at CovenantjHous:
and will be part of the monster renovation project the high school Righteot
Mission group will be doing on their campus this summer. His life hds bee
touched by the love of God through the people who have and will be}servir

So it may seem strange to tie together an 82 year old man from Gulfport, &
year old homeless man from Oak Park, and a group of 15 year old cpnfirm
student in Clarkston. But the three have a common thread: God is glive a
have

working in their lives, and people from the youth/young adult ministry
gotten to be a part of what God is doing there.
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From Pastor Rick
What are you looking forward to this summer?
have special trips planned? Are you glad to ha

time to spend on doing summer activities like g ‘
gardening, boating, etc? Maybe you are just lo <

forward to the warm days and great evenings Q

the months ahead. Summer is not fully here y

am excited for its arrival! Just that fact it is so
already put me in a summer frame of mind!

Eschatology is a big theological word used to describe the anticipatef fus
The future we dream of, the future we hope for, the future promised [fo us
all part of our eschaton. Early Christians took great hope in thinking jabo
proclaiming the future expectations of their faith. They spoke of a Kihgdc

God on earth where the will of God would be lived out by believers i

Christ. They described that kingdom in the way Jesus talked aboutJ :

be a place where justice and mercy would be poured out to the opp
hurting. It would be a place where hunger and loneliness would be

Jes

It
PSSE
\Ver(

by the generosity of the Christian community. In times of distress, Cprist

could look forward with confidence to a future of deliverance and ho
all of the confusion and misunderstanding of the book of Revelation
Bible, the simple truth is this final book of scripture teaches one simj
At the end of it all, God wins and all who disciples of the living Christ
blessed!

The power of this eschatology is found in the way it changed the wa
Christians lived on a daily basis. They fought injustice and cared for

m mh—

e.
th

etr

will

the

They met regularly with each other to offer friendship, strength and ghare
joy. They witnessed their faith in Christ to others so they could also fom

know the abundant life of the Christian life. What Christians believe

ab

the future determined how they lived in the present. It is what the churct

strives to do every day.
What in your future is dictating how you live today? In the name of (

hris

invite you to claim an eschatological faith. Live a faith of hope, confiflent

the victory of Christ, and witnessed in the world today as those who
something that others do not. Yet we do not desire to keep this sec
ourselves. Tell others of the Good News of Christ. Invite them into &}
community seeking to live in the Kingdom of God we anticipate morg¢
perfectly in the future. | would suggest not using the word eschatolq
Instead, just tell them of how your life is blessed by the future you k
yours in Christ. Remind them of how looking forward to summer pu
summer kind of mind. It is the same with Jesus.

In Christ,

Pastor Rick
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CHILDREN

Family Camp Out on Friday, June 1Saturday,
June 20. Pitch a tent on our church lawn and plal V&
spending the night! Enjoy a camp fire, smokes, ¢

crafts, and games. 7pm on Friday night and tear

camp around 9am on Saturday morning after eating a light

breakfast (provided by Ed. I). RSVP to asiminski@clarkstonumc.orgor sic
on the bulletin board outside RAnn

June 226 from 9amoon, please sign them up ASAP as classes are Jeing f
quickly. VBS is open to all children who have completed 4 year old presct
through the"grade. The cost is $15/child.

VBS registration continues.If your children plan on attending VBS dqeing

VBS volunteers are neededf you can help with VBS (Jug6"2bm
9amnoon), please fill out the insert from your bulletin or email Annetga
Siminski at asiminski@clarkstonumc.org. We need volunteers in mdny are
such as crafts, kitchen & snacks, teacherajdeachames and more.
Thanks for your help.

VBS volunteer orientation is Saturday, June #&om 9-10am. If you

have volunteered to help during VBS week, please attend orientatiorf to le:
more about the week. A light breakfast will be provided.

We are collecting various items for VBS 200®atterrfree, light

colored pillowcases (new or geht/
individually packaged fruit snhck
drop any of these items in thelMi

Siminski's office, Room #102. Thanks.

Summer Sunday School begins Juné'2Like last yeédBummer Sunday
school will be available at the 10 amNorgeoylfinfaBtyears) will be
available at both 8:30 & 10am. New this year is the age/format of Smme
Sunday schodlwill be a One Room program for children ages 4 yearg thru
those who have complétgdatie Children 3 years and under may go tq the
nursery. Children who have already compigtete Dr higher will attend
worship service. These children are encouraged to bring their bibleqand |
to the sermon. There will be quiet activities amaeiith questions forj
them each week pertaining to the worship service. (Hint, hint: Therd may
even be a reward from Mrs. Siminski for answering the weekly ques'ons!)
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Y OUTH

Spots arestill open for the Righteous Mission Trip July 12
18. Confidential scholarships are avétleblse see Greg Martin for the
registration information.

2009 marks the 20th anniversary of the Righteous Mission
program. We are seeking alumni from these 20 years to join us for jjvors
on Sunday, August 2 at 10layau have any
addresses or information on any of the alumni, pleaga
contact Greg Martin at the church = 6,
gmartin@clarkstonumc.dge also have a Facel " ¢
group started of Righteous Mission Alumni, so
encourage any alumni you know td\jeialready
have 110 members in the group!

Spots arestill open for the Fuel Mission Week
June 189. Scholarships are availBtdase see Greg Martin or the youfh
web page for the registration information.

To the parents of current 8th grade studentsThere will be
informational meetings for next year's confipnoatsen Tuesday, May
26, and Wednesday, May 27, at 7PM in the youtitdabaggme we
will be going over different expectations antitdate®eting is only for
parents, and both meetings will be identical, so you will only need tq atte
one. If you have questions, call Greg in the church

office. RM 609 Updat
With the starting of the 12.000
new 611 worship 11.000
service in the fall, we 16:666
are starting a 9.000
youth praise band to 8.000
play once a month. If 7,000
you area student and 6.000
play guitar, keyboard, 5.000
bass, drums, or any 4.000

other instrument and would like to be a part 3000

of it, please contact either Dave Hickey at > 000

hickeydjh@comcast.net or Greg Martin at

. 1,000
gmartin@clarkstonumc.org

$10200 raised
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EVENTS

Join in the celebration honoring Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Andrew Allig for

eight years of dynamic leadership as the Flint District Sup&urtdagient

June 14 at 3:00pmSwartz Creek United Methodist Church, 7400 Mille
Swartz Creek, MIl. The worship experience will be followed by an info
reception. Carpooling from church parking lot at 2:15. Gifts and contri
for Andrew are to be given to t

his home church. Mail gifts to Flint District Office, 1309 N. Ballenger k
Flint, Ml 48504 82335500 ext 361

Blood Drive: SundayJune 21stSign up after services begiviaing
3. Contact Phyllis Choops (2489423 with any questions.

Ros¢

al
utic
h e

Save the date- Saturday, June 27tiCUMC will host one of the owners 1
next y

the new Oakland County Cruisers baseball team coming to the area

Also speaking will be Tim Birtsas, former Major League player. Dinnjl be

at 5:30 p.m. will be ballpark fare. Children dressed in team uniforms
a special prize. Tickets will be &®lfbr adults, $4 agd2 3under 3 free.
Baby sitting will be available for-&gdddre information available as the ¢
gets closer.

Caring for ALL CREATION Creation itself inspires
O us and calls us to careCome get started on
Saturday, June 13th anytime between arrilpm.

Did you know... the waters babbling by the west side

our church parking lot flow into the Great Lakes? C
UMM and UMW will team up with our local Northy
Oakland Headwaters Land Conservancy and the
Clinton River Watershed Council to:

Celebrate River Day in Clarkston in the CUMC parking lot!

- Help install signs to remind us to care for the Clinton River

- Fun Activities to teach children about the river and its headwaters

- Help start a rain garden to keep the water cleaner

- Get maps for a scavenger hunt/nature walk at the Consamst@ancy's 4

Kimball preserve (nearby)

(In the event of rain, the event will be cancellé
rescheduled) Grilled Hot Dogs,

Lemonade, and fun!
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Career Transition

The Career Transition team is going to be adding information to the (
website during the sumdraaticles on COBRA Insurance, Debt Collectig
information, Top Interview questions and links to informational sites.
checking for updates by going to www.clarkstordAdaloppgéCareer
Transitions. If you have any suggestions or be added to our email lis
workshops, please contact Rev Christine Wyatt at cwyatt@clarkston
2486251611 x 226 or Linda Beckmeyer at lindabeckmeyer@gmail.cq

MISSIONS

UMC
n
Pleas

for fi
mc.c
m

Grace Centers of HopeJoin us in serving others on the first Saturdayj(Jun

of every month at Grace Centers of Hope in Pontiac in the preparatig
of dinnerPlease contact Becky Errkenbecky@juno.com2486735106 if
you would like to be put onsoibstitute list. Be blessed by being a
blessing to others.

June 7th will be CUMC monthly collection day.The Lighthouse is in n
of juice boxes, toilet paper, all condiments: mayonnaise, ketchup, m
dressings, pickle, etc.

Bob the Builder will be selling bricksto benefit Habitat for Humanity
starting April 26th in the Fellowship Hall. There will also be a signup
August build. Contact: Anita Demst&2B&314.

Stretch our donations dollars without spending a cent.The mission

committee has a basket on the Lighthouse shelf to collect all Sunday,
Manufacturing coupons for use to purchase much needed supplies fc
food pantry.

Think Spring! When you think spring, do you think of flowers bioomin

N an(

ed
start
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things getting greederarmer weather? How about getting out your spging/

summer clothes and putting away your winter things? As you switch
seasonal clothes, remember those who do not havedttetyogtiorot eve

put y
N

have a home to store clothes in. | know times are hard for us all, but

plea:

remember the homeless as you change out your wardrobes, see grdat bt
clearance racks , or sad &ogedryg out of business sales. If you can spdre
anything, please try to remember the people that are worse off than Jou a

will be collecting items again this fall for the Homeless, so watch for
anything you can spare would help. Tharfeéping Bags for the Home
Ministry 2009 tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least
of these brothers of mine, you did for me. Matthew 25:40

les

|ESS




WEEKLYSCHEDULE

M ONDAY

9-12:3®M REIKI HEALING TOUCH
12:30PM KNITTING

6PM TAI CHI

7-9PpM AA M EETING

TUESDAY

9-2:00PM REIKI HEALING TOUCH

7-8:30PM Boy StouTs (LAST MEETING JUNE
23RD)

W EDNESDAY

7-8:30aM OPTIMIST CLUB
9-11:38v1 COVENANT GROUP
2-4:30PM REIKI HEALING
ToucH

THURSDAY
M LINE DANCING
6:30PM MENG BIBLE STUDY

FRIDAY

7-8AM MENS BIBLE STUDY

10am BeLIEVETHE ABC OF TAI CHI
7-9PM AA M EETING

SUNDAY
9-100M WORSHIP (TIME CHANGE JUNE 21)
11:182:18v WORSHIP

UMMER WORSHIP TIMES
BEGINNING JUNE 21ST
8:30:9:30aM WORSHIP
10:00A 11:08m WORSHIP

JUNE

Sun

Look for an
updated versid

Mon

7:30pm Cu

of calendar at |Scout Mtg.
Website:
clarksto-
numc.org
7
VBS Registrati6:15pm Softb
Apm Family 2'63‘6" Hoge. lBé'
- . :30pm Girl S
Circle Picnic 7pm Trustees
Flag Day
12:30am Fuel Missief
Inauir | 7:30 Ed 1
quires Class 7:30pm Softh
Clarkston Col
Church
Fat her
8am Blood Dri ﬁlamRVii -
H 0 Relkil al
N.eW Worship KnittingOffsite
Times 6:15 Softbals
8:30am & Lake Nazarel
10am 7pm Council |




2009

Wed | Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
b 7pm Orchestrg Graduation
Practice Sunday Breaki
8 9 10 11 12 13
all [7pm Adult Ed. Qam Memorial Summer Youth
le Mtg. RingOffsite
cout 9am VBS Teach
- Mtg Mtg.
10am Ed1
5:30pm Parents
Night Out
15 16 17 18 19 20
fsite Fuel Missie@ffsite [Fuel MissieDffsite [Fuel MissieDffsite Fuel MissieDffsite
7pm Orchestrg 12pm Over 55 =
all Group —
nm 7pm Family
Campout
Overnight
22 23 24 25 26 27
- Bam VBS 8am VBS 8am VBS 8am VBS 7pm Speaker
hi No Optimist No Line dancing Series
f Covenant Group [Sacred Dance
ilver
e
Vitg.
29 30

No Boy Scoutg

ast

er



