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There are times in life when you 
invest thousands of hours into a 
project or job, and because you 
are so invested, you have a 
certain expectation of what the 
outcome of that project will be.  
So it was for this yearõs 
Righteous Mission, and going 
into the week, many of us 
involved had anxieties that the worship times, projects, and everything else that 
came along with the trip would fall short of what we had hoped. 
 
Instead, RIGHTEOUS MISSION 09 BLEW OUR EXPECTATIONS OUT OF 
THE WATER!  All of the projects that we worked on, including a healing garden, 
a fountain, an entire room of murals, a chapel facelift, and career closet, turned 
out amazing.  The people that we interacted with at Covenant House were great, 
and we found that this organization that we had partnered with was right at the 
center of the fight against homelessness in downtown Detroit.  We couldnõt have 
been prouder to have partnered with them. 
 
And in all things during the week, God was active and moving around and within 
our group of 87.  Everyone on the trip came back with a renewed desire to walk 
with God daily, seeking out ways that they could enhance their relationship with 
Him.  His kingdom was at the center of everything we did that week, as we 
learned to align our wills with His, to care about the things He cares about. 

 
Instead of going on in print, we invite you to 
be a part of the Righteous Mission Sunday/
RM alumni celebration on August 2 at the 
10AM service.  We will not only be 
celebrating this yearõs trip, but will be 
celebrating the 20 years God has been using 
Righteous Mission to change peopleõs lives. 
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From Pastor Rick 
This month marks the completion of my fifth year of ministry here in 
Clarkston.  It does not seem possible, the time has flown by so quickly. 
It has been a blessed time.  
 
In 2005, we identified these Core Values of the ministry:  Committed to 
Christ, Making Disciples, Worship that Makes a Difference, 
Transformational Mission, and Biblical Hospitality.  In 2007, Bishop 
Robert Schanse wrote a book, òFive Practices of Fruitful Congregationsó .  This book 
has become a pivotal writing in our denomination as a beacon of hope for 
congregations seeking to find meaning and renewal in their ministry.  His five 
practices are: Radical Hospitality, Passionate Worship, Intentional 
Faith Development, Risk-Taking Mission and Service, and 
Extravagant Generosity.  See the similarities?  I rejoice that the 
denomination I love is responding to a similar movement of the Holy Spirit as 
we are experiencing here. 
 
This fall, I am calling our congregation to join together in a study 
and reflection on the work of Bishop Schnase.  Beginning on September 
13, our Sunday morning worship will focus on one of the Five Practices.  After 
worship, there will be opportunities to learn about ministries you can become 
involved in which support the correlating core value of our congregation.  In 
addition, I encourage each of you to take part in a small group study of this 
book (details to follow).  Why do this?  Let me begin by telling you I am not 
interested in rehashing  the work we did four years ago.  However, I am 
convinced it is time for us to go deeper.  Many of us have been introduced to 
these values already.  Now is the time to immerse ourselves in them so they can 
enrich our souls and drive the ministry we are called to offer.  Each of our souls 
will be healed and empowered by moving these core values into our hearts.  I 
believe the church is being called to take the next step in maturity as we move 
from trying to remember the core values to being a place where they are self 
evident by the way we live.   
 
I pray the reflection and study this fall will launch a future of miracles for our 
church and community.  Join with me in praying for this time and committing 
yourself to participating in it. 
 
To God be the 
Glory. 
Pastor Rick 
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From Pastor Reed 
 
I read this on Breakpoint, and havenõt been able to get it out of my head.  I 
pass it on to you: 
 
Tom Bakerña doctor at the Walter Reed military hospitalñwas headed for 
the gym after a busy day at work. Dave Bottoms, a Walter Reed chaplain, was 
on his way home from his first day on the job. Both men were riding a 
Washington D.C. Metro transit trainñCar 1079, part of the Red Line. 
 
Three minutes later, their lives were shattered by the worst accident in Metro 
history. Nine people were killed, 76 were injured. Both Bottoms and Baker 
survived. But instead of running to safety, they demonstrated an heroic 
commitment to their fellow passengers. 
 
The Washington Post described what happened in a vivid article titled òThree 
Minutes to Fort Totten.ó As the train approached the Fort Totten station, 
passengers heard òa shrieking crunch of metal.ó Car 1079 smashed at high 
speed into another Metro car. 
 
In the chaotic aftermath, wounded and terrified passengers began to scream. 
Worst of all was the screaming of a badly injured young mother, trapped 
beneath the wreckage. òPlease donõt leave me,ó she cried.  
 
Chaplain Bottoms crawled over jagged glass and metal toward the voice. He 
feared his weight might shift the wreckage and cause more injuries. But as the 
Post put it, òTwo tours as a chaplain in Iraq had instilled in him the instinct to 
comfort the injured and dying.ó Bottoms recalled the words of a military 
mentor: òYou donõt let anyone suffer alone.ó 
 
Another passenger broke a train window; many commuters climbed out. 
Meanwhile, beneath the rubble, the terrified woman, whose name was 
LaVonda King, again begged, òPlease donõt go.ó 
Bottoms responded, òIõm staying.ó He leaned as close as he could to the buried 
woman, and said, òWe can pray.ó 
òOkay,ó she replied. Bottoms began to recite the Lordõs Prayer: òOur Father, 
who art in heaven...ó He continued to comfort LaVonda. But soon, she 
stopped responding.       
òLaVonda,ó the chaplain said, òIõm still right here.ó 
(cont. on page 9) 
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Our nursery and toddler rooms have moved to Rooms 101 

and 102 on the main floor.  (No more lugging babies and 

carriers up those steps!!!)  Please sign in your child outside of 

the desired room, grab a pager, and enjoy worship service as 

usual. 

  
Summer Sunday School Reminder:  Summer Sunday school is available at 

the 10am hour only.  Nursery (infant-3 years) is available at both 8:30 & 10am.  

Summer Sunday school is a One Room program for children ages 4 years thru 

those entering 2nd grade.  Children 3 years and under may go to the nursery.  

Children entering 3rd grade or higher attend worship service, and are 

encouraged to bring their bibles and listen to the sermon.  There are quiet 

activities and hand-outs with questions pertaining to the worship service.  

(Hint, hint:  There is a reward from Mrs. Siminski for answering the weekly 

questions!)   

 

Sunday School Teacher Orientation is August 27th at 7pm in the Youth 

Classroom.   If you are volunteering in our Sunday school program for 2009-

2010, please join us to learn about the year that we have planned.   

 

No Sunday school on September 6thðLabor Day Weekend.  All children 

are encouraged to attend worship with their families that day.  Quiet activities 

will be provided.  A nursery for infants-3 year olds will be available at both 

8:30 and 10am.  

 

LOVING HELP NEEDED ! 

We still need Summer Sunday School teachers on 

August 23 and August 30 at 10am.  If you would 

like to help on either of these Sundays with our one 

room Sunday school (4 year olds-1st grade), please 

contact Annette Siminski @248-625-1611 ext. 233.   

 

Summer Nursery help is needed at both 8:30 and 

10am worship services.  If you are interested in 

spending some quality time with our little ones, 

please contact Karen Girard @248-922-9499. 

 

We are looking for Sunday school teachers for 2009-2010.  Yes, itôs already 

time to staff our 2009-2010 Sunday school program.  If you are interested in 

team teaching at 9am or 11:15am, please contact Annette Siminski @248-625-

1611 or asiminski@clarkstonumc.org.  We also need help in the nursery at 9, 

10, and 11:15am.  The possibilities are endless! 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN  
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Y OUTH  
 
Important Youth Parent meeting, Tuesday, September 8, 7PM.  If 
you have a student anywhere between 6th and 12th grade, please make an 
effort to attend, as we will be going over all youth group plans for the 
upcoming school year.  
 
All students who will be a part of SNL next year:  We will be having 
an SNL leadership retreat on August 22-23.  We will be going off site, and 
for this weekend retreat, there is no cost, though we need to know who will 
be a part of SNL leadership this year and will be attending the retreat.  So if 
you have any interest in this weekend, please contact Greg in the church 
office or at gmartin@clarkstonumc.org 
 
Students entering 9th grade are encouraged to be a part of the 2009-2010 
confirmation class.  Info is available in the church office, and we will have 
mandatory parent meetings for parents of this year's confirmation students on 
Tuesday, August 25, and Thursday, August 27, both at 7PM.  Parents need 
only attend one of these two meetings. 
  
Sunday School is almost back.  We will be offering Sunday School for 
7th and 8th grade students during the 11:15AM service in the fall.  Our first 
class will begin on Sunday, September 13. 
  
In lieu of a youth kickoff event, this year we will start our youth ministry 
programming with a YOUTH WEEK!  From August 30-September 4, we 
will have events everyday to build up to the start of Fuel, Club 89, and 
SNL.  Many of the details will be coming in a letter, so watch your mail.  For 
now, know that Youth Week events for SNL will be August 30 and Sept. 2, 
Youth Week events for Club 89 will be August 31 and Sept. 3, and Youth 
Week events for Fuel will be Sept. 1 and Sept. 4.  Let's make this week an 
awesome way to start the year! 

 
With the starting of the new 611 worship 
service in the fall, we are starting a youth praise 
band to play once a month.  If you are a student and 
play guitar, keyboard, bass, drums, or any other 
instrument and would like to be a part of it, please 
contact either Dave Hickey at 
hickeydjs@comcast.net or Greg Martin at 
gmartin@clarkstonumc.org 

 



 

  

UMM  
 
 
MENõS WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY 
Thursday Eve (6:30-7:30pm)---Library, Jeff Smolek  jsmolek@sbcglobal.net 
and Dave Kanous, david.m.kanous@gm.com.  
Friday Morn    (7:00-8:00am)---Parlor, Bill Anderson 248 922-5917 
  
 
MEN'S UPCOMING GATHERINGS & 
EVENTS 
Sunday Aug 2, 2009 - 5th Annual Men 
of the Church "Fun Car Showó, 
church parking lot 8am-10am - Arsey 
Miller Coordinator 248 613-0213 or 
amiller@gpjco.com) 

 
Saturday Sept 19, 2009 - CUMC Adopt-A-Highway Fall Pickup along I-75 

between Baldwin & Giddings Road (Tim Sherrow Coordinator 
tpssmg@aol.com) 

 
Sunday Sept 20, 2009 - Next Men's Breakfast Fellowship Hall 7:30am (Election of 

Officers) - Sept Men in Honor of Faith recipient J D Powell 
 
CUMC Men's 2009 Fall Retreat 

WHEN: Friday OCTOBER 9th - Sunday OCTOBER 11 (note: both 
Michigan & Michigan State football teams have away games that week-end) 
WHERE: WILL'S ORTON-NOB LODGE 2732 N. Cedar Rd Luther, 
Michigan. 49656(Wayne Wills Host)  
The "ORTON-NOB LODGE" is located 160 miles from north Oakland 
County near the town of Luther. southwest of Cadillac & northeast of 
Baldwin. 
The NOB is in close proximity to many year around recreational activities. 
WHY: We gather to connect as Christian Men seeking a relationship beyond 
our normal activities and surroundings. 
WHO: all CUMC Men are welcome and Pastor Rick will lead 4 devotions. 
COST: $30.00 (please call Tim Sherrow 248 620-6052) or tpssmg@aol.com 

  
 CUMC UMMen e-mail = ummcumc@hotmail.com 
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Church Library  
 
Thank you UMW for the generous donation for book purchases in our library.  We will use 
some of the funds to purchase books on the UMW reading program!  Look for them soon! 
 
The library committee would like to hear from YOU! 

 Any suggestions of books you would like to see in the library? 

Would you be willing to write a short book review and let people know about 
good books available in our library?  It would be interesting to see what books 
people read and get their opinions!               

 
Contact Christine Wyatt , Helen Phillips, Millie Ham, Myung Pinner, Sharon Dollens, Anne 
Rasmussen, or Kim Mellen 
 
Look for our new section on the church web site!!!!!! 
 
FEATURED BOOK REVIEW OF THE MONTH is by Judy Mellen.  Judy feels everyone 
needs to read this book!  She was so inspired that she had donated a copy to the church 
library.  The united Methodist Womenõs Society also feels this is a book we all should read.  
It is on the UMW reading list! 
 
òThree Cups of Teaó is the true story of Greg Mortenson and his mission to fight terrorism 
and build nations, one school at a time, in Pakistan and Afghanistan.  His story is at once a 
riveting adventure and a testament to the power of the humanitarian spirit.  I was deeply 
moved by this manõs dedication to his mission and his determination to help the forgotten 
poor in these countries ravaged by war.  I feel he deserves the Nobel Peace Prize!  This book 
is in the UMW reading section in the library. 
 
Look for the NEW books in the Stephen Ministry Section of the Library given in Memory of 
James R. Vass 

When Your Grandparent Dies#1   by Victoria Ryan 
When Your Grandparent Dies #2   by Victoria Ryan 
What is Heaven Like?   by Pamela Querin 
When Bad things Happen   by Ted OõNeal 
When Mom and Dad Divorce #1  by Emily 

Menendez-Aponte 
When Mom and Dad Divorce #2  by Emily 

Menendez-Aponte 
A Grace Disguised #2 by Jerry Sitter 
When Grief Breaks your Heart by James W. Moore  
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New Finance Ministry Team 
As our church grows and has new ministries evolving all the time, a new ministry 
is evolving that brings all the different finance ministries together.  We are having 
the first meeting of this new group on August 13, at 7:00 pm in the Parlor.  
Everyone is invited to join this new ministry and there are many different roles to 
play.  The Finance Ministry will be broken in to 6 different areas: 
 

Annual Gifts 
Develop creative Annual Financial Stewardship Campaigns focused 

to fund ministry and raise awareness and commitment of 
worshippers to vision and mission of congregation 

Major Gifts 
Develop models to ask individuals and groups to give Second Mile 

financial contributions to Designated Giving opportunities. 
Create opportunities for significant major gifts to seed and support 

Capital Improvements, Ministry Enhancement and/or 
expansion. 

Life Gifts 
Offer programs and opportunities for individuals to give Life Gifts in 

the form of Estate giving or designation of the Church as an 
Insurance Beneficiary 

Accounting 
Manage the Revenue and Expenditure of Annual Operational 

Budgets and contributions for various campaigns and develop 
reports that give transparency and allows ministry to move 
forward. 

 
Personal Discipleship Education 

Offer ongoing education and training for individuals and families of 
all ages to grow as Christian stewards of their personal finances 
utilizing programs such as Good Sense 

Endowment 
Manage the existing endowment of congregation directed by the 

existing bylaws. 
Work with Life Gifts and Major Gifts and United Methodist 

Foundation to expand and utilize endowment for enhancement 
of ministry. 

Where do you fit in?  If you are interested in being a part, whether you can 

make the August 13 meeting or not, please contact Rob Gilkerson in the Church 
office at 248-620-8402 or rgilkerson@clarkstonumc.org 
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(continued from pate 3) 
 
Meanwhile, Dr. Baker had also stayed on the train. He did his best to comfort a 
15-year-old boy trapped in the rubble. Baker did not leave until after firefighters 
had freed the boy. Chaplain Bottoms stayed with LaVonda while rescue workers 
uncovered her. Tragically, they could not save her.  
 
òThree Minutes to Fort Tottenó makes for riveting reading. But I hope readers 
pause to ask themselves why, among all the survivors on Train 1079, the two 
who stayed to help the wounded were both military menñone of them a 
chaplain. 
 
It doesnõt surprise me. The U.S. military is one of the last places in our culture 
that teaches men and women to put the needs of others ahead of their ownñ
even at the risk of their own lives. 
 
Second, our military has a strong Christian presence. Perhaps this is why, during 
Metroõs terrible accident, it was two military officers, including a chaplain, who 
instinctively acted out the words of Jesus: òGreater love has no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his friends.ó  
 
Interestingly, at the moment of the crash, Chaplain Bottoms was reading a homily 
by St. Irenaeus, one of the great defenders of Christian orthodoxy.  
 
Does worldview matter? òThree Minutes from Fort Tottenó provides a moving 
answer: Yes, it does. 
 
Time for an attitude and outlook check, may Godõs Will, Grace, and Joy be with 
You, 
Pastor Reed 
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Regular Worship Schedule 
Begins on September 13, 2009 

Sunday Worship times at:  
9:00 AM, 11:15 AM & 6:11 PM 




















