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CLARKSTON  U NITED  M ETHODIST  CHURCH  

 CHIMES  
Vision Statement: òVitally connecting people to people and people to Godó 

Date Mailed: 02/20/09 Next  News Deadline:  02/17/09                                                                  

Core Values:  

Committed to Christ    Worship That Makes a Difference     Making Disciples       

 Biblical Hospitality         Transformational Mission 
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A tradition that exists within the youth ministry of Clarkston 
UMC in which our high school students sacrifice one week 
of their summer vacation for the expressed purpose of 
showing others the love of God through their labor and their 
lives.  If youõve been around the church, you have heard this 
week referred to as Righteous Mission. 
 Righteous Mission õ09 promises to have the same impact 
on our students as previous trips. This year the benefit to the 
people we will be serving is monumental.  We will be partnering with an 
organization in Detroit called Covenant House, a group dedicated to housing the 
homeless and training young men and women from the streets of Detroit for 
potential employment and higher education opportunities.   
Our goal for Righteous Mission õ09 is two-fold:  to have 90 students attend this 
yearõs trip, and to assist Covenant House in sheltering the homeless of Detroit by 
making additions to their campus and giving encouragement to their souls.   To 
learn more about this event, be at worship on Sunday February 8, when we will 
introduce the project to the entire congregation, or check the Righteous Mission 
page @ CUMC  website.  http://www.clarkstonumc.org/childrenYouth/missions.html. 

 

Valentine's Day or Saint Valentine's Day is a holiday celebrated on February 
14. In the West, it is the traditional day on which lovers express their love for each 
other by sending Valentine's cards, presenting flowers,                                                  
or offering  confectionery. The holiday is named after                                                                        
two of the numerous early Christian martyrs                                                                                 
named Valentine. The day  became associated with                                                                       
romantic love in the circle of Geoffrey Chaucer in the                                                  
High Middle Ages, when the tradition of courtly love                                                           

flourished. The sending of  Valentines                                                                                 
was a fashion  in  nineteenth-century                                                                       
Great Britain, and in 1847,  Esther                                                                   
Howland developed a successful                                                                               
business in her Worcester,                                                                                           

Massachusetts home  with hand-made Valentine                                                                                   
cards based on British models.  
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From Pastor Rick 
On January15th, our attentions were drawn to the news of an airplane crashing 
in the Hudson River.  US Airways flight 1549 was taking off from LaGuardia 
Airport when it experienced engine trouble and began to quickly lose altitude.  
The location of the crippled plane flying over the dense population of New 
York City could have been a disaster of unthinkable measure.  However, the 
bravery, training and action of the crew led by Captain Chesley B. "Sully" 
Sullenberger enabled the event to be transformed into an amazing story of 
blessing.  Not one of the 155 passengers, crew or anyone else was seriously 
hurt.  All were able to walk away dampened by the Hudson River but alive.   
Certainly many factors came together to make this a great story.  At least part 
of the reason was due to the training and readiness of the crew to act in the 
midst of crisis.  The decisions made on the plane happened quickly and 
correctly. The captain had studied how airline crews react in disaster situations.  
Sullenberger pulled off the landing in textbook fashion, though experts say 
many factors, including communication among the pilots and flight attendants 
were as important as sheer skill.  
 
I hope none of us ever have to go through such a trial as a plane crashing,  
however, each of us will face moments of potential disaster in other ways.  
There may be relationship struggles, family strife, health issues, moral 
dilemmas, etc.  When those moments come, we can try to survive by acts of 
denial or simply try to make it up as we go along. Instead, we could learn a 
lesson from the crew of flight 1549.  We could begin to prepare ourselves for 
unknown emergencies.  We could strengthen our minds with the ways of God; 
we can feed our soul with holy prayer and ground ourselves in the knowledge 
that comes only from a living relationship with Jesus Christ.   
 
The churchõs job is to offer a relevant faith with timeless truth speaking to real 
life.  Hopefully, the ministry we offer is communicating this to you and others.  
Come and worship, study, play and serve in this ministry, some of the blessing 
and benefit to you will come immediately.  Some of it will surface at an 
unknown time later when alarms go off and disaster begins to loom close by. 
Then we will know the following to be trueé.  
 
PSALM 23: 1-4 (THE MESSAGE) GOD, my shepherd! I don't 
need a thing. You have bedded me down in lush meadows, 
you find me quiet pools to drink from. True to your word, you 
let me catch my breath and send me in the right direction. 
Even when the way goes through Death Valley, I'm not afraid 
when you walk at my side. 
Holy Travels,    Pastor Rick 

 

 

 

This past year has been challenging for not only our area but also the entire 
country.  Many service agencies are struggling to meet the needs of residents 
dealing with unemployment, higher costs for gasoline, housing, utilities and food, 
and job cutbacks.  The service agencies such as Lighthouse Clarkston depend upon 
the community to help provide resources to meet these needs.  Clarkston United 
Methodist Church members have stepped up and responded to the calls for help 
throughout 2008 with donations of food, personal hygiene products, Back to 
School supplies, Christmas gifts for senior citizens and area children with monetary 
donations to help local residents in crisis.  Without the help CUMC provided, 
some of our area families may have been evicted and homeless.  Because of your 
help food was in the cupboards and on the tables for hundreds of households who 
might otherwise have gone hungry.  Because of your generosity, children returned 
to school with new backpacks and a gift card to purchase new shoes or clothing.  
Because of your thoughtfulness, children and seniors received wonderful Christmas 
gifts that brightened Christmas morning and brought joy to those who may have 
been forgotten.  Thank you for your continued support and generosity.  May God 
bless all with health and good fortune in the coming year.  
ñ Connie Stapleton, Lighthouse Clarkston 
 
CHURCH STAFF 
Main Number: 248-625-1611 
Email:  cumcoffice@clarkstonumc.org 
Richard Dake, Senior Pastor           ext. 223 
Reed Swanson, Associate Pastor           ext 224 
Christine Wyatt, Minister of Adult Education         ext. 226 
 
James Batchik, Sound Technician           ext. 257 
Jeremy Dean, Director of Facilities/Caretaker        ext. 234 
Karen Girard, Nursery Coordinator 
Rob Gilkerson, Executive Director of Ministries        ext  250 
Kit Ilenich , Administrative Assistant           ext. 220 
Cheryl Kelly, Administrative Assistant          ext. 227 
Greg Martin, Director of Youth Ministry          ext. 222 
Jack McCarrick, Evening Caretaker           ext. 252 
Carole Meyers, Finance Manager           ext. 221 
Angie Scheu, Cherub Choir/Handbells          ext. 251 
Annette Siminski, Director of Childrenõs Ministries       ext. 233 
Don Stromberg, Director of Contemporary Worship       ext. 256 
Sharon Thomas, Director of Music and Worship Arts       ext. 228 
Sherrie VanderVeen, Director of Congregational Care       ext. 232 
Kathy Waechter, Finance Assistant           ext. 221 
Leslie Wills, Principal Organist           ext. 229 
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T HANK  Y OU  
 
The Alternative Gift Fair committee would 
like to thank all the church members who 
helped support this year's fair.  We had a 
phenomenal turnout (in spite of some pretty 
foul weather) with total donations and 
purchases of $12,936.00, more than 30% 
increase from last year's fair!  We could not 
have accomplished this without your help in 
spreading the word, volunteering your time 
and coming out to support these missions that 
depend on us so much.  Thank you for keeping the true spirit of Christmas in 
your hearts and homes this year. 
 
Jim & I wish to thank our dear friends at CUMC for your prayerful support, 
calls, and cards.  Your loving concerns have lifted our hearts and been a comfort 
to us.  We so appreciate the love shown thru our dear CUMC.  Our special 
thanks to Pastor Rick and Sherrie VanderVeen who with the guidance of our 
Savior were there for us.  We thank you all.ñJim & Kay Coates 
 
John Pasternak & family extend a big thank you to all for the kind words, cards, 
visits and food while John was undergoing his pacemaker surgery.   
 
We want to thank everyone for all the prayers, care, cards and support given to 
us at the time of our mom, Mary Henderson'sõ hospitalization and passing.  We 
also want to thank those who provided comforting and nourishing meals the 
weeks of momõs hospitalizationñand a special thanks go to all that worked on 
the luncheonñplanning, preparing, setting up, serving and cleaning up from the 
lovely meal after the funeral.  Another big 
thank you goes to those on the òSpirit 
Cookie Teamó remembering us with a 
beautiful basket of homemade cookies and 
bible verses.  Finally, weõd like to thank all 
those on staffñRev. Rick Dake, Christine 
Wyatt, Sherrie VanderVeen, and all others 
who helped our family in countless ways 
through this difficult time.  We are so 
blessed to have such a wonderful church 
family.ñ Helen & Keith Phillips 
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From Pastor Reed 

 As I watched President Obamaõs inauguration I was impressed that Beyonce 
could handle covering òAt Lastó by Etta James; but more importantly was encouraged 
by the positivity and joy of the moment.  It reminded me of the Kennedy or Reagan 
Years.  During these dark days of winter there is tendency toward pessimism, 
negativity, and cynicism.  As an òupperó I offer you a bit of American history 
interspersed with insights from Max Lucado. 
 
Black Bart terrorized the Wells Fargo stage line for thirteen years, shaking up the 
most rugged frontiersmen. From 1875 and 1883, his reign of terror included stealing 
the bags and the breath away from twenty-nine different stagecoach crews. A hood 
hid his face. No victim ever saw him. No artist ever sketched his features. No sheriff 
could ever track his trail. He never fired a shot or took a hostage. He didn't have to. 
His presence was enough to paralyze. 
 
He reminds me of another thief-one who's still around. You know him. Oh you've 
never seen his face, either. You couldn't describe his voice or sketch his profile. But 
when he's near, you know it in a heartbeat. If you've ever been in the hospital, you've 
felt the leathery brush of his hand against yours. If you've ever sensed someone was 
following you, you've felt his cold breath down your neck. If you've awakened late at 
night in a strange room, it was his husky whisper that stole your slumber. Then you 
know him. 
 
This thief left your palms sweaty in your job interview. It was this con man who 
convinced you to swap your integrity for popularity. It was him who whispered in 
your ear as you left the cemetery, "You may be next." He's the Black Bart of the 
soul. He doesn't want your money. He doesn't want your diamonds. He won't go 
after your car. He wants something far more precious. He wants your peace of mind-
your joy. His name? Fear. His task is to take your courage and leave you timid and 
trembling. Fear of death, fear of failure, fear of God, fear of tomorrow-his arsenal is 
vast. His goal? To create cowardly, joyless souls. 
 
I hope you will join with me in praying for our new president, and praying that he 
provides great leadership and has a very successful presidency.  But at this moment I 
am reminded of the famous line from the inauguration speech of FDR: òwe have 
nothing to fear, but fear itself.ó  You see no one can make you happy, and no one can 
make you unhappy. Things may happen to you, but you determine your reaction and 
response.  Think positively!  God hasnõt used up his best work, the best is yet to 
come. 
May Godõs Will, Grace, and Joy be with you, 
Pastor Reed 
 
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his purpose. ..What, then, shall we say in 
response to this?.. If God is for us, who can be against us?.. In all these things 
we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
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Our First 2009 VBS meeting is Sunday, February 8th at 10am in Room 
#207.  Join us to learn about our Camp E.D.G.E. (Explore & Discover God 
Everywhere) theme and see how you can help.    
 
There will be 1 Room Sunday school for Kindergarten-Lounge 456 
on February 15th.  All children check into childrenõs church as usual.     
 
Join Education I for our second Family Mission Night at CUMC on 
Friday, February 27th at 7pm (NEW TIME).  We will be assembling trail 
mix and toiletry packages to support the upcoming òHelping Hearts, Helping 
Handsó Honduras Mission trip. Please bring trail mix items such as dried fruit, 
pretzels (non-melting itemsñno chocolate) for assembling the packages. All 
are welcome.  A Dessert Bar is included (NOTE: DINNER IS NOT 
PROVIDED).    Please RSVP to Martha Manting at 
mmanting@gpworldwide.com by Feb 23.  Hope to see you there!    

 
Lounge 456 Overnight Lock-In is scheduled for Friday, February 
27th-Saturday, February 28th.  All Lounge 456 students are invited to have 
some fun with their classmates!  Join us for an overnight event that includes 
fellowship, pizza, a church-wide scavenger hunt, flashlight tag, games, movies 
and more.  Come as early as 7pm to participate in our Family Mission Night 
(or arrive before 9pm), and bring your sleeping gear.  Lights out will be 
midnight.  Boys will sleep in the Lounge, while girls will be in the Parlorñ
both with adult supervision.  Pick up is at 8am on Saturday.  RSVP by Feb. 20th 
to Laura Palmer at lpalmer61@comcast.net or 248-625-7685.   
 
Plan to come to our Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, March 28th at 
3pm in Fellowship Hall.  All children, toddlers-5th grade, are invited to 
participate in our egg hunt.  In addition to the egg hunt, there will be snacks, 
crafts, and more---all free of charge.  Help us stuff our eggs by donating bags 
of Easter candy during February and March in the Missionõs Basket at the 
Crossroads.   

 
Clarkston Co-op Preschool  is now enrolling for the 2009-2010 school 
year.  Call 248-625-2368 at 6600 Waldon Rd, Clarkston, MI  48346 
Check out the website at www.clarkstoncooppreschool.org 
 
 

 

 

 

CHILDREN  
 

 

 Prayer Requests  

If you or someone you know could benefit from the caring support of the church, 
please contact Sherrie VanderVeen in the church office.  

 

 Prayer Requests for church bulletin and/or Prayer Chain:   
Use pew card, contact Mari Ann Staley at 625-4535, or email to 

prayerrequests@clarkstonumc.org. 
 
In Care Facilities      

Margaret Byersñ Golda Cecil ñ  Tamara Ellsworth ñ Doris McElmurray ñ 
Lena Mellen ñ Bill Wallace ñ Mary Warner 

Joys & Concerns 
Bruce Chapman, health concerns 
Lou & Brenda Dupree, mission work in Mexico this month 
Larry & Becky Hahn & family on the death of Larryõs mother, Carolyn 
Chris Harrington, friend of Lynn Kacy, health concerns 
Sheila Hughes and family on the death of her husband, Jim 
Bill Jones, step-father of Lynn Kacy 
Ed Loppnow, brother of Debbie Bishop, health concerns 
Larry Orr, brother of Lanny Orr, health concerns 
John Payne, cousin of Judy Selwock, recovering from serious car accident 
Ray Roeder, health concerns 
Scott Stephens, nephew of Kay Wrublewski, health concerns 
Cheryl Waggoner, niece of Sylvia Kojima, health concerns 

At Home      
Stuart AkomñBob & Doris BeattieñJim & Kay Coatesñ Gen GordonñRay 
KoskelañVirginia LeonardñJean MacklemñJohn  & Martha Pasternakñ
Vincent RichardñBruce RichardsñDocia Wallace    
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Serving Our Country 

Afghanistan:  Paul Workman 
California:  Ryan Thomas, 
Cameron Fortinberry 
Delaware:  Jim Goerss 
Georgia:  Maggie Adams, Scott 
Brewer, Matt Wolber 
Germany:  Joshua Goerss,  Jeremy 
Ridgley, Jerel Ridgley  
Iraq:  Phil Asher, Aron Bland, Nick 
Blazak,  Sean Coppinger, Shawn Flani-
gan, Greg LeClaire, David Meyers, 
Brian Pellnat, Gabriel Zapata 

 
Japan:  Julie Hengehold, Jeremy 
Parrott 
Kentucky:  Robert Baird, Bill Haun, 
John Wawruck 
Korea:  Josh Brewer 
Nevada:  Samuel Miller 
North Carolina:  Michael Galbraith, 
Lisa Pasternak 
Qatar:  Clark Boyles 
Texas:  Luke Harris, Beau Rose 
Virginia:  Becky Bucar   
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE  
 
WHEN YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW NEEDS CARE 
Our Congregational Care ministry offers encouragement, practical support and 
prayer to those dealing with difficult life situations.  To notify the church of an illness, 
hospitalization, death, or other concern OR if you or someone you know could 
benefit from the caring support of the church, please contact Sherrie VanderVeen, 
Director of Congregational Care.  All contacts are confidential. 

 
OUR STEPHEN MINISTERS ARE THERE TO CARE! 

Going through a tough time ð emotionally or spiritually?  Struggling with a crisis in 
life?  Or simply feeling down?  Consider letting a Stephen Minister help.  A Stephen 
Minister is a member of our congregation who is trained to listen, care, encourage, 
pray, and walk alongside you during difficult times.  Itõs confidential, free, and very 
helpful.  To learn more, contact Pastor Rick, Pastor Reed, or Sherrie 
VanderVeen in the church office. 
 
FEBRUARY PRAYER REQUESTS 

To add a prayer request to the Prayer Chain, please contact Mari Ann Staley at 625-
4535 or you may email your request to prayerrequests@clarkstonumc.org. 
Your requests are prayed for faithfully and confidentially and are not printed in the 
church bulletin or Chimes without your permission.  
 
SHARE YOUR CARE!  Are you looking for a way to use your gifts of caring and 
nurturing others in 2009?  Would you like to make a difference in someoneõs life by 
sharing the love of Christ with them in practical and meaningful ways?  
If so, we have a place for you in the Congregational Care Ministry of our church!  
Contact Sherrie VanderVeen in the church office to learn how you can be a special 
blessing and partner in our caring and support ministries. 
 

2008 CHRISTMAS ANGEL MINISTRY REPORT 
As a result of your generous support, the 2008 Christmas Angel Ministry  was the 
largest and furthest reaching since its inception in 2003.  Over $20,000 in cash and in
-kind donations were contributed to this yearõs outreach, which served 32 families in 
the Clarkston community.  Those assisted included persons with disabilities, senior 
citizens, families struggling due to job loss or devastating medical emergencies, and 
children with special needs.  Gifts and financial  assistance were delivered to families 
right up until Christmas Eveñclose to 210 wonderful packages of clothing, food, 
toys, gas cards, grocery cards and more were delivered!.  Whether you prayed for 
this ministry or donated gift items or financial resources, YOU passed on not just a 
Christmas Angel Blessing, but the love and good news of Christ.  Special thanks to 
Abby Whiteford, who coordinated the òAngel Foodó Deliveries and Joyce Bleim 
& Tammy Cropp who helped with organizing and delivering these gifts of love. 
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Y OUTH  
January 25:    Spring Hill students return at 3PM 
                        Fuel - 5-6PM 
        NO CLUB 89 OR SNL 
 
January 26:    Co-Ed Bible Study at the church, 7-8PM, the Nooma series 
 
January 31:    First $75 Righteous Mission deposit due with completed info 
         and talents form.  (Located on the Youth website) 
 
February 1:    Fuel - 5-6PM 
         89 and SNL Super Bowl Party - more info coming 
 
February 2:    Girl's Bible Study at Laura Curdy's, 6:30-8:30pm,  
          continuing the Synago study 
 
February 7:    Babysitting fundraiser, 5ñ9:00pm, at the church 
 
February 8:    OPEN GYM at CJHS 
         Fuel - 6-7PM 
         89 and SNL - 7-9PM 
 
February 9:    Co-Ed Bible Study at the 
         church, 7-8PM, the    
         Nooma series 
 
February 15:  Fuel - 6-7PM 
         89 and SNL - 7-9PM 
 
February 16:  Girl's Bible Study at Laura Curdy's, 6:30-8:30, continuing the 
          Synago study 
 
February 19:  Confirmation retreat leaves for Detroit - 7PM 
 
February 22:  Confirmation retreat returns from Detroit - 3PM 
          Fuel - 5-6PM 
          89 and SNL - 7-8PM 
 
February 23:  Co-Ed Bible Study at the church, 7-8PM, the Nooma series 

 
 
 
 


