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Committed to Christ    Worship That Makes a Difference     Making Disciples       

 Biblical Hospitality         Transformational Mission 

Righteous Mission 
Wow!  What a great experience!  On July 19, 7-15 
passenger vans pulled into the Clarkston United 
Methodist Church with 72 exhausted students and 
adults in tow.  Righteous Mission 2008 led us to 
places that weõll never forget, whether it was 
serving in the longest running homeless shelter in 
the United States, if it was spending time with guys 
in the middle of their 
rehabilitation, or even painting a 
struggling church so it would 
look good as new.  It is safe to 
say that the God who called us 
to give of ourselves for others, 
was with us every step of the 
way. This trip had an eternal 
impact on us and on the people 
we served. 
 
B.Y.O.B. 
Thatõs right, Bring Your Own Brush.  We will be 
having a day of service to the church on August 
16, 2008 from 8:30 am ð 4:00 pm.  Your help is 
needed to complete many painting and 
maintenance projects at 
the church.  If you have a 
particular skills or 
questions please call 
Jeremy Dean at 248-625-
1611 x 234. 
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From Pastor Rick 
Recently I have been undergoing physical therapy on my shoulder.  The good 
news is the surgery I was afraid I might require will not likely be necessary.  
Several weeks of simple exercise, manipulation and stretching will likely bring 
my shoulder back to full strength.  This means I will be able once again to 
throw a ball, reach up high and behind me without restriction.  What a joy!  
The process of physical therapy has been interesting to consider.  In order to 
fix what is wrong, there is no expectation of heavy weights to be lifted or long 
miles to be run.  The emphasis is on repetitive action, small weights all slowly 
done rather than raced through as fast as possible.  The goal, for me, is to 
make part of my body that is locked and rigid more flexible.  It will not 
require heroic efforts; just consistent, correct movements according to the 
exercises taught me.   
Healing of the body and caring for the soul is very similar.  God intends for us 
to be spiritually healthy, flexible and strong all at the same time.  The great 
news is this is possible for us all.  Simple actions of consistent faithfulness such 
as daily prayer, scripture reading, worship, serving others all deepen our 
relationship with God and strengthen our souls.  Small steady steps are 
required to grow in faith.  Practiced consistently and offered in joy, these 
actions begin to heal the broken parts of our lives and strengthen the gifts we 
have received from God. 
I have known people who are afraid to review their spiritual health because 
they think they will have to start by changing their entire life.  Let me 
encourage all of us to begin practicing diligent steady acts of faithfulness.  As 
we grow spiritually stronger individually, we shall become 
more holy collectively.  Let God strengthen, stretch and 
allow us to become the healthy Body of Christ we can be 
in the Grace that surrounds us. 
Pastor Rick 

 

P.S.  I recently sent a letter to the congregation to inform 
you of the deficit in our operational budget and invited those who could to 
help us get back in balance.  At the end of July, 64 gifts have been received 
totaling $29,315.  This extra mile giving is helping us to be in a stronger place 
financially as we enter the end of summer.  Thank you for your 
contributions!! 
If anyone else would still like to contribute to get us Back-in-Balance, simply 
make a note on your check or envelope the amount of your gift beyond regular 
giving you are able to give and place it in the plate on Sunday or mail into the 
church office.  Praise God as we work together to strengthen our amazing 
ministries. 



 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Page 3   

SUMMER SCHEDULE : 
Sunday Traditional Worship Services 

8:30am & 10:00am 
 

Connection (Contemporary ) Services 
Wednesday 7:00pm 

 

Here is your opportunity to sing in the Summer Choir, on August 
10th we will meet in the Music Room at 9am to rehearse that morningõs mu-
sic for the 10am worship service.  Everyone is encouraged to participate ð you 
just need to be able to read the words of the songs.  If youõve ever wanted to 
sing in a group but have trouble coming to weekly rehearsals, this is the group 
for you!  If you have any questions, please feel free to call Sharon at the church 
ð 248.625.1611 ext. 228 or e-mail me at sthomas@clarkstonumc.org.  I hope 
to see you then!!! 
 

From Pastor Reed 
In the story of the prodigal son, verse twenty says, ò and the Fatherõs heart 
went out to him.ó  The hearts of this congregation have gone out to my family 
and I, and we have felt it and experienced it in many ways.  The welcome pic-
nic and òpoundingó this past week was especially nice.  Some of you must have 
an amazing prayer life (or telepathic abilities) because you hit a lot of our fam-
ilyõs favorites.  I am looking forward to ògetting things goingó in the fall.  
Clarkston is an exciting place to be and Iõm anxious to be a part of Godõs plan 
as it takes shape in our congregation in the coming months.  Thanks for making 
this prodigal son feel so welcome. 

 

2009 Communion and Liturgist Schedules are being generated.  If 

you would like to volunteer as a Communion Server and/or Worship Service 

Leader, please contact the Church office at 248-625-1611 or cumcof-

fice@clarkstonumc.org.  Please note that training/orientation may be in-

volved. 

Join us between services on August 10th on the patio, to 
celebrate Jillian Wyattõs 5 years of service as CUMC  Nursery 
Coordinator.  Look for Jillian to be involved in other activities 
here at CUMC.   

mailto:sthomas@clarkstonumc.org
mailto:cumcoffice@clarkstonumc.org
mailto:cumcoffice@clarkstonumc.org


 

  Page 4 

 
 

Congratulations to Mitchell Ballew, Holly Grow, Nicholas Manting and 
Joshua Siminski for accomplishing the 2nd Grader Bible Challenge of reading 
the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, John and Jonah last year.  Great job!   
 
Family Fun Sunday School Kick-Off on September 7th at 12:15 on the 
church lawn.  All Sunday school kids and their families are invited to enjoy a 
hot dog lunch and carnival to celebrate the start of another fabulous Sunday 
school year.  There will be lots of games and fun.  Kids should bring bathing 
suits and/or a change of clothes for some water activities. 

 
Sunday School Volunteer Orientation will be held at the church on 
Thursday, August 21st, 7pm.  If you are a volunteer for the nursery, toddler 
room or any of the childrenõs Sunday school classes, please plan on attending 
this meeting.  
 
A 3&4 year old Sunday school class will be offered this school year in 
Room #203 at both the 9 and 11:15am Sunday school hours.  Kids MUST be 
3 years old by September 1st and fully potty trained!   

 
A 4th-6th grade Sunday School classroom in under construction!  Ed.I is 
designing a new room for our upper elementary kids this Fall.  Yes, this does 
include 6th graders this year!!!  We are incorporating feedback received from 
the kids as we design this new room.  Look for more info in the mail soon. 

 
New next Fall is our inaugural Trunk or Treat Trot on October 25th at 
8am starting from our Church parking lot.  Plan on running OR walking in our 
5k race to benefit CUMC mission work.  Stop by our office starting August 
15th to pick up a registration form or go to our church website for more 
information.  And donõt forget our annual Trunk or Treat festivities on 
Sunday, October 26th at 4:30pm in our church parking lot.  Games, dinner and 
contemporary worship follow the Trunk or Treating.   
Sponsors are needed for our Trunk or Treat Trot.  Sponsors who donate 
$100 get their name on all of the running/walking shirts 
distributed to the participants, as well as advertising along 
the route.  We are also looking for items/gift certificates to 
be raffled off at the event.  Please stop by the office to get a 
Sponsor Form or see Annette Siminski starting August 1st.   
 
 
 

 

CHILDREN  
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Y OUTH  
It is now time to begin thinking about the 2008-2009 Confirmation 
class, and what students will be a part of it.  If you have or are a student who 
has just finished 8th grade, or if you are an older student who has not gone 
through the confirmation process, you are eligible to take part in the confir-
mation process next year.  If you are interested but have not received infor-
mation in the mail, please contact Greg (gmartin@clarkstonumc.org) in the 
church office to receive information and registration forms. 

 

 

-Attention SNL and Club 89 students:  Any student interested in being intri-
cately involved in leadership of youth programs for the 2008-2009 school 
year please contact Greg Martin ASAP at either 864 569 6249 or at gmar-
tin@clarkstonumc.org, so he can fill you in and get you started.  There are 
some new and exciting leadership opportunities for the upcoming year, so 
don't miss out! 

-All Parents:  Save the Date of Tuesday, September 2 for our annual begin-
ning of the year Youth Parent's meeting.  This will be a meeting where you 
can find out a lot of what is going on, who you can help, and ask questions 
about other ways the youth program at Clarkston UMC impacts you and 
your child.  Be there!  (If we get at least 60 parents, I'll buy cookies for eve-
ryone, because I'm not above bribing) 
 

YOUTH KICKOFF-SEPTEMBER 7, 7PM 

mailto:gmartin@clarkstonumc.org
mailto:gmartin@clarkstonumc.org
mailto:gmartin@clarkstonumc.org
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MISSIONS 
Grace Centers of Hope:  Join us in serving others on the first Saturday of 
every month at Grace Centers of Hope in Pontiac in the preparation and 
serving of dinner. Please contact Becky Ermer at kenbecky@juno.com or 248-
673-5106 if you would like to be put on our substitute list.  Be blessed by 
being a blessing to others. 
 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center 
Our next trip to the mission in Chatham, Illinois, will be August 10-15, 2008.  
We shall be working in the warehouse packing flood buckets, school kits, 
health kits, making desks, cutting and sewing and/or anything they need done.  
If you are interested, please contact Lou and Brenda DuPree at 248-625-5141 
or bkdupree@comcast.net 

 
Only 1 week left for the Lighthouse 
"Back to school" Backpack 
program collection (Due date 

Sunday, Aug 10th)  Only 2 of the 75 
promised backpacks have been collected. The 
Lighthouse "Back to school" Backpack program annually benefits over 500 kids 
right here in the Clarkston area. We are asking you to bring a backpack filled 
with "school stuff" (see list below) to the church on or before August 10th.  
Remember if you are short on time, donations are accepted as 
CUMC will be purchasing and filling backpacks.  Please drop checks  
at church payable to CUMC with òBackpacksó written in the memo section.  
Thank you for sharing your  blessings and contributing toward our goal of 75 
backpacks.   
Especially needed are gift cards so that each child has the opportunity to 
purchase new shoes or a new outfit to start the school year.  For a complete 
list of "Back to School" donation supplies, please check out the mission board. 
Back to School Donation Suggestions (all items must be new) 
Backpacks  3 ring binders  Lunch bags/boxes 
Pens (red, blue, black) Glue (liquid/sticks) Crayons 
Boxes of tissue  Rulers   Notebook paper  
Pencils   Markers/colored pencils Pocket Folders 
Spiral Notebooks  Highlighters  Pencil bag and boxes 
Pencil sharpener  Composition notebook Calculator 
Scissors   Colored pencils 
Socks (all sizes needed) 
All sizes underwear (Childrenõs/Teens) 
 Boys seem to prefer boxers 
 Sizes for older children are always needed 

mailto:kenbecky@juno.com


 
   (continued) 

Gift Cards ($15, $20, $25) 
Meijers  Payless  Target 
Kmart   Wal-Mart Kohlõs 
Old Navy  Great Lakes Crossing 

 
Sept. 7th  is CUMC next Lighthouse collection date.  Deuteromy 15:15 
tells us to "open your hands to the poor and needy neighbors in your land." 
With school out and the need rising please remember to drop off your donation on 
the Lighthouse shelves.  Needs remain "Kid Friendly" foods. 
canned peanut butter, jelly, spaghetti sauce &pasta, juice boxes, potatoes, 
manwich, tuna fish & mayo, fruit, pudding, jello, cereal , toilet paper and laundry 
detergent. 

 

Mercy Threads 
In June Mercy Threads sent 30 quilts, eight cheerful children's outfits and three 
sweaters to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center for distribution throughout 
the world, and that was with just three sewers and one knitter!  Just think what 
we could do with your help.  If you sew or knit, see the bulletin board across 
from the church office or contact Sharon Sherrow, tpssmg@aol.com or 248-620
-6052. 

  
 

Weôre looking for the 2004ð2007 high school  

graduates !!! 
Weõd love to connect with them, but we need help.  After high school our youth 
need to know their church family cares about their faith journey throughout life.  
We plan to connect up with them by sending cards and care packages, but first we 
need information.  Please fill out this form if you are interested and leave in church 
office or send an email to cumcoffice@clarkstonumc.org with information below.  
Graduates Information: 
Name: _____________________________________________ 
Address: ____________________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________ 
School attending if in college: ___________________________ 

________________________________________________ 
Job if working: _______________________________________ 
Birthdate: ___________________________________________ 

Any questions call Becky Keagy 248-625-3348 
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Thank you for your support!!! 

mailto:tpssmg@aol.com


 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

10 
Midwest  Missionð
offsite 
8:30am Worship 
9:00am Summer Choir 
Rehearsal 
10am Worshipñ
Summer Choir 
 

11 
Midwest  Missionð
offsite 
1pm Knitting 
6pm Tai Chi 
7pm Serendipity  
Bible 
7pm AA Meeting 
7pm Trustees Meeting 
7:30pm Ed 1 Meeting 
 

12 
Midwest  Missionðoffsite 
7pm Boy Scout  
7pm Communications 
Group Meeting 
 

13                                                                          
Midwest  Missionð
offsite 
9am Covenant Group 
7pm Connection  
 
 

14 
Midwest  Missionð
offsite 
1pm Line Dancing 
6pm Boy Scout  
Roundtable Meeting 
6:30pm Menôs Bible 
Study 
 

15 
7am Menôs Bible Study 
Midwest  Missionð
offsite 
7:00pm AA Meeting 
 
 

16 
8:30am Bring your own 
BrushðCUMC 
 

17 
8:30am Worship 
10am Worship 
 

18 
1pm Knitting 
6pm Tai Chi 
7pm Serendipity Bible 
7pm AA Meeting 
 

19 
7pm Boy Scout Troop 
 
 

20 
9am Covenant Group 
7pm Connection 
7:30pm Jubilate Bells 
 

21 
Senior High  
Leadership Weekendð
Offsite 
1pm Line Dancing 
7pm Ed 1 Volunteer 
Orientation 
 
 
 

22 
7am Menôs Bible Study 
7pm AA Meeting 
 

23 
Have a Great Saturday! 
 

August 2008 
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22 
7am Menôs Bible Study 
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23 
Have a Great Saturday! 
 

August 2008 
Check out CUMCõs Special Events: 
Saturday, August 16th, 8:30am Bring Your Own BrushðCUMC 
 

 

 

 


