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HOW LABOR DAY CAME ABOUT; WHAT IT MEANS 
 
Labor Day, the first Monday in September, is a creation of the 
labor movement and is dedicated to the social and economic 
achievements of American workers. It constitutes a yearly 
national tribute to the contributions workers have made to 
the strength, prosperity and well-being of our country.  
It is a key family celebration for the Americans all over the 
world.  Picnics, parades, shows, camping, barbeque, or 
simple hanging out the day is meaningful mostly when the day 
is spent with the family.  The very first celebration of Labor 
Day , held in New York City, was in fact a celebration by the 
workers and their families as they thronged to the hotspots in 

the city for a proud Labor Day picnic.  The urge is strong to go out and feel the 
flavor of the day, bask in the summer sun and revel in relaxed leisure.  Enjoy the day 
with those you love.   
 

This is a picture of J.D. Powell, 50+ year 
member of the church and the stool he 
made for Associate Pastor Swanson and 
family. 
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From Pastor Rick 
Laura and I missed a flight this summer.  We thought we left for the airport in 
plenty of time.  But because we did not allow enough time for road 
construction and a long line at the airport, we missed the flight.  We were able 
to leave several hours later, but the difference made for a long day and late 
arrival at our destination.  Next time, I am certain we will be aware and 
prepare to get to the airport earlier.  Being late is not fun. 
I want to keep you from being late to an amazing start of fall programming at 
the church.  We may not want to admit it but summer is slipping away into the 
fall.  A great bright spot on the seasonal horizon however are the offerings for 
you and your family at this the church beginning in September. There are 
innovative changes occurring in children and youth ministries, a dazzling array 
of opportunities for adult learningõs, fellowship and 
spiritual growth. We are launching new ministries in the 
areas of reaching out to the community and inviting 
others to become active in our church.  Please read 
carefully the articles in this Chimes to learn about these 
great offerings. 
I want to take this opportunity to invite you to a class I 
am teaching this fall.  The class is called Leadership from the Heart and will be 
held on Wednesday nights.  This is a great ten week course exploring the 
unique characteristic of Christian leadership whether that is as Christians 
leading in the world, leading in the church or in the countless ways we make 
decisions and lead in our personal lives.  It will call us to study scripture, learn 
from video and engage in meaningful discussions.  I am so excited to teach this 
course and invite you to join with me beginning September 10th at 7:00 p.m. 
Donõt forget the fall worship schedule returns on September 7th with morning 
worship at 9 and 11:15 a.m. and Connection Worship at 6:00 p.m. 
Enjoy the last few days of summer and donõt miss out on the ministries starting 
up this fall!! 
Pastor Rick 

 
 
We are producing a pictorial directory for our church .  Photos will be 
taken at the church from Sept. 29th ð Oct. 11th (excluding Sunday).  There is 
no cost to you to have your photographs taken, and you will receive a 
complimentary 8x10 portrait and directory for participating.  You will be able 
to view your images electronically immediately after you are 
photographed.   Additional portraits are available for purchase.  You can sign 
up in the office or online through www.clarkstonumc.org.   
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SUMMER SCHEDULE : 
Sunday Traditional Worship Services 

8:30am & 10:00am 

 
Connection (Contemporary ) Services 

Wednesday 7:00pm 

From Pastor Reed 
Well the Swansonõs are starting to settle in to Clarkston.  The walls 

are painted, the furniture is in place, and most of the boxes are unpacked.  We 
are finding the short cuts to get around and Juliana and the kids are learning 
the names of all the roads.  It has been a great place to spend the summer.  OK 
this should have been obvious, but it has been great.  We are now looking 
forward to school starting (well two of us are), and the programs of the church 
to take shape.  We hope to get plugged into to karate, dance, and gymnastics 
classes soon.  Our lives have been in either summer mode or unpacking mode 
since we got here, we are hoping a regular routine begins to take shape soon. 
 As all this begins to happen Iõd like to personally visit with all of you.  
But I realize with a church directory of over 2000 people this may be a bit 
impractical.  So as an alternative Iõd like to start connecting with as many small 
groups as I can.  If youõre a part of a small group or gathering let me know the 
time and place.  Iõd like to make an effort to stop by and get to know you 
better.  As the fall programs get started I hope there will be lots of 
opportunities.  See you soon! I can hardly wait.   

Pastor Reed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Singers Needed! 
Fall is a great time to join the Music Ministry of our church and come sing 
Godõs praises in one of our great choirs!  No audition is required ð only your 
desire to share your voice in celebrating the Almighty.  So, please come to a 
rehearsal (or bring your son or daughter) and be a part of this joyful part of 
worship.  Here is the rehearsal schedule: 
Cherub Choir (4-year-olds through 1st grade) ð Wed 5:15 to 6pmñ Parlor 
(beginning September 10) 
Wesley Choir (2nd grade through 5th grade) ð Wed 5:15 to 6pmñ Music 
Room (beginning September 10) 
Youth Choir (6th grade through 12th grade) ð Wed 6:00 to 6:45pmñ Music 
Room (beginning September 10) 
Chancel Choir (9th grade through Adults) ð Thur 7:30 to 9pmñ Music 
Room (beginning September 3) 
Menõs Choir (9th grade through Adults) ð Some Thur 9 to 9:45pmñ Music 
Room (call Sharon for schedule)   We hope to see and hear you there!!! 
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Family Fun Sunday School Kick-Off on September 7th at 12:15 on the 
church lawn.  All Sunday school kids and their families are invited to enjoy a 
hot dog lunch and carnival to celebrate the start of another fabulous Sunday 
school year.  There will be lots of games and fun.  Kids should bring bathing 
suits and/or a change of clothes for some water activities, and socks for the 
Stars & Stripes activity circuit.  Please bring lawn chairs or a blanket for the 
picnic lunch. 
 
A 3&4 year old Sunday school class will be offered this school year in 
Room #203 at both the 9 and 11:15am Sunday school hours.  Kids MUST be 
3 years old by September 1st and fully potty trained!   

 
A 4th-6th grade Sunday School classroom in under construction!  Ed.I is 
designing a new room for our upper elementary kids this Fall.  Yes, this does 
include 6th graders this year!!!  We are incorporating feedback received from 
the kids as we design this new room.  Look for more info 
in the mail soon. 
 
Our infant nursery needs new or gently used 
quilts  and flat sheets (full size) for our infants to lay and 
play on.  If you would like to donate any of these items, 
please drop them off in Annette Siminskiõs office, Room 
#102.  Our little worshippers appreciate your support! 
 
New next Fall is our inaugural Trunk or Treat Trot on October 25th at 
8am starting from our Church parking lot.  Plan on running OR walking in our 
5k race to benefit CUMC mission work.  Stop by our office starting August 
15th to pick up a registration form or go to our church website for more 
information.  And donõt forget our annual Trunk or Treat festivities on 
Sunday, October 26th at 4:30pm in our church parking lot.  Games, dinner and 
contemporary worship follow the Trunk or Treating.   
Sponsors are needed for our Trunk or Treat Trot.  Sponsors who donate 
$100 get their name on all of the running/walking shirts distributed to the 
participants, as well as advertising along the route.  We 
are also looking for items/gift certificates to be raffled 
off at the event.  Please stop by the office to get a 
Sponsor Form or see Annette Siminski starting August 
1st.   
 
 

 

CHILDREN  



 

Page 5  

Y OUTH  
There are slight changes to our youth programs for this upcoming 
year that promise to improve our entire Sunday night experience.  This year 
our Sunday evening youth programs (Fuel, Club 89, SNL) will include the 
Connection worship service.  This means that Fuel, which was formerly 
from 5-6PM, will now be from 5-7PM, and Club 89/SNL, which was for-
merly from 7-8:30PM, will now be from 6-8PM.  Youth programs will now 
have the Connection, and its teaching, as a centerpiece in the evening.  The 
rest of our youth programs each night will be based around the theme at 
Connection that particular evening. 
 

Youth Schedule Fall 2008   

Tuesday, Sept 2nd Parent Meeting ï Sanctuary 

Sunday, Sept 7th ï Youth Kickoff ï Immediately after Connection Service 

Sunday, Sept 14th      5-7pm   Fuel Meeting 

         6-8pm  Club 89/SNL 

Sunday, Sept 21st - Sunday School Class (11:15am only)  

6th Grade ï Room 206/Lounge 456 

7th & 8th ï Youth Classroom 

 

It is now time to begin thinking about the 2008-2009 Confirma-
tion class, and what students will be a part of it.  If you have or are a stu-
dent who has just finished 8th grade, or if you are an older student who has 
not gone through the confirmation process, you are eligible to take part in 
the confirmation process next year.  If you are interested but have not re-
ceived information in the mail, please contact Greg 
(gmartin@clarkstonumc.org) in the church office to receive information and 
registration forms. 
 
Attention SNL and Club 89 students:  Any student interested in being 
intricately involved in leadership of youth programs for the 2008-2009 
school year please contact Greg Martin ASAP at either 864 569 6249 or at 
gmartin@clarkstonumc.org, so he can fill you in and get you started.  There 
are some new and exciting leadership opportunities for the upcoming year, 
so don't miss out! 

 

mailto:gmartin@clarkstonumc.org
mailto:gmartin@clarkstonumc.org
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MISSIONS 
Grace Centers of Hope:  Join us in serving others on the first Saturday of 
every month at Grace Centers of Hope in Pontiac in the preparation and 
serving of dinner. Please contact Becky Ermer at kenbecky@juno.com or 248-
673-5106 if you would like to be put on our substitute list.  Be blessed by 
being a blessing to others. 

 
Sept. 7th  is CUMC next Lighthouse 
collection date.  Deuteromy 15:15  
tells us to "open your hands to the poor and     
needy neighbors in your land." 
With school out and the need rising please remember to drop off your 
donation on the Lighthouse shelves.  Needs remain "Kid Friendly" foods. 
canned peanut butter, jelly, spaghetti sauce &pasta, juice boxes, potatoes, 
manwich, tuna fish & mayo, fruit, pudding, jello, cereal , toilet paper and 
laundry detergent. 
 
CUMCñSleeping Bags for the Homeless Ministryñ2008 
I tell the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did 
for me.  
Matthew 25.40 
Recently a commercial has been aired showing a homeless man lying under an 
overpass with some blankets and the words went as follows:  Someone almost 
gave him an extra blanket.  Someone almost gave him a meal, someone 
almost built him a shelter, he almost made it through another night!   
Letõs not make Clarkston United Methodist Church fall into the category of 
the The Almost Givers, start collecting  items from the list below that are so 
desperately needed for the homeless.  We will be distributing them the 1st 
weekend in November.  Please watch for more details and directions on how 
you can become a Giver, not an Almost Giver! 
Sleeping Bags    Coats 
Hats     Gloves 
Boots     Socks 
Long johns (All sizesñYouth, women and men) 
Pocket fillersñKleenex, chapstick, hand cream, pocket bibles, 
McDonaldõs give certificates 
If you have these items that you have purchasedñplease leave on any price 
tags as they love knowing they are getting something new.  If you have any of 
these items at home that are slightly used and are willing to share, it would be 
greatly appreciated.   

 

 

mailto:kenbecky@juno.com


 Mercy Threads 
In June Mercy Threads sent 30 quilts, eight cheerful children's outfits and three 
sweaters to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center for distribution throughout 
the world, and that was with just three sewers and one knitter!  Just think what 
we could do with your help.  If you sew or knit, see the bulletin board across 
from the church office or contact Sharon Sherrow, tpssmg@aol.com or 248-620
-6052. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Weõre looking for the 2005ñ2008 high 
school graduates !!! 
 
Weõd love to connect with them, but we need 
help.  After high school our youth need to 
know their church family cares about their 
faith journey throughout life.   
We plan to connect with them by sending 
cards and care packages, but first we need 
information.  Please fill out this form if you 
are interested and leave in church office or 
send an email to Kay Valley at kayvalleycpm@aol.com  with the following 
information:  
Graduateõs Name: 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
School attending if in college: 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Job if working: 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Birthdate: _______________________ 

Any questions call Becky Keagy 248-625-3348 
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Thank you for your support!!! 

mailto:tpssmg@aol.com
mailto:kayvalleycpm@


 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

24 
8:30am Worship 
10am Worship 

25 
1pm Knitting 
6pm Tai Chi 
7pm Serendipity  
Bible 
7pm AA Meeting 
7pm Trustees Meeting 
 

26 
7pm Boy Scout  
 

27                                                                         
9am Covenant Group 
7pm Connection  
 
 

28 
1pm Line Dancing 
6:30pm Menôs Bible 
Study 
 

29 
7am Menôs Bible Study 
9am UMW Exec. Board 
Meeting 
7:00pm AA Meeting 
 
 

30 
Do something great for 
someone you love! 

31 
8:30am Worship 
10am Worship 
 

01 

Labor Day 
Office closed 
1pm Knitting 
 

02 
7pm Boy Scout Troop 
 
 

03 
7pm Nursery  
Volunteer Orientation 
7pm Orchestra Practice 
7:30pm Jubilate Bells 
 

04 
1pm Line Dancing 
6:30pm Menôs Bible 
Study 
7pm Althea Rose Meet-
ing 
7:30pm Chancel Choir 
 
 
 

05 
7am Menôs Bible Study 
7pm AA Meeting 
 

23 
Enjoy the last days of 
summer! 
 

August /September 
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27                                                                         
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9am UMW Exec. Board 
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30 
Do something great for 
someone you love! 

31 
8:30am Worship 
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01 

Labor Day 
Office closed 
1pm Knitting 
 

02 
7pm Boy Scout Troop 
 
 

03 
7pm Nursery  
Volunteer Orientation 
7pm Orchestra Practice 
7:30pm Jubilate Bells 
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1pm Line Dancing 
6:30pm Menôs Bible 
Study 
7pm Althea Rose Meet-
ing 
7:30pm Chancel Choir 
 
 
 

05 
7am Menôs Bible Study 
7pm AA Meeting 
 

23 
Enjoy the last days of 
summer! 
 

August /September 
Notes:  
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 A DULTS   

Yes, there will be Adult Education programming in the Fall, beginning 
September 7th! Major programming will be Sunday mornings at 10:10 am ð 
the Parentõs Circle, led by Carrie & Rob Gilkerson, meets in the Youth  
Classroom and will be using òParenting: The Early Yearsó video and workbook; 
the Parlor class, led by Christine Wyatt,   will begin the year studying the his-
toric roots of the development of the Bible. Remember ð Jesusõ ministry began as a 
reformation movement for the Jews! There is childcare at 10:10 am ð all are  
welcome to check out these classes! 

 
Wednesday nights will also be Adult Education Night, beginning  
September 10th:   
-Companions in Christ ð a small group experience in spiritual formation,  
 led by Christine Wyatt and Maralee Cook; 7-9 pm in the Parlor; 
-Beth Mooreõs òBelieving Godó video seriesð led by Robin Brose,  
 6:45pm-8:45 pm in the Youth classroom; 
-Leadership from the Heart- a leadership development video series led  

by Pastor Rick, 7-9 pm in Room 1 (Library). 
Childcare will be available ðplease indicate your need for childcare when you  
register for classes. 
Continued classes ð Sunday Night Coupleõs class will begin on September 21 
ð 7:15pm-8:15pm in the Parlor, led by Jim and Abby Whiteford. They will 
be studying John Ortbergõs If you Want to Walk on Water, You Have to Get 
Out of the Boat.  
  
The Monday night Womenõs study, led by Shelly Thornton will resume 
September 15th, 7-9 pm in the Parlor. They are studying stories from Genesis  
using the Serendipity Bible. 
 
Brenda and Lou DuPree will continue to lead a study on Monday evenings in 
their home in September ð starting date, study topic and sign up information will be 
forthcoming. 
 
There will be another Beth Moore video study òLiving Beyond Yourselfó a 
study of the fruits of the Spirit, on Thursday mornings beginning September 
11th  in the Parlor. Time is 9:30ñ11:30am, childcare provided.. Class will be  
co-led by Mary Kanous 248-625-7123 & Angie Scheu.248-922-0718.   
 
Friday Morning Menõs study continues to meet in the Parlor from 7-8am. They 
study the scripture to be preached the following Sunday. Bill Anderson  
coordinates this class. 
 

 

  

 
 
 


