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Committed to Christ    Worship That Makes a Difference     Making Disciples       

 Biblical Hospitality         Transformational Mission 

Fall Family Event!  The Parent's Circle invites all the 
families of the church to an evening at Diehl's Orchard and 
Cider Mill on October 4th at 4:00pm.  Cost is $6 per 
person ($3 ages 5 and under)  for a hayride, campfire and  
dinner.  To RSVP or for more information, contact Carrie 
Gilkerson at carriegilkerson@yahoo.com or 248-462-1151.  
 

The Connection 
Worship service has become a 
centerpiece of our Sunday night youth 
programs.  In the past, a staple of our youth 
programs has also been our concerts, which 
have served a good outreach to youth in the 
community.  On October 5, at The 

Connection service, we will be combining the two phenomena, as we will be 
welcoming Spring Hill regular Red Umbrella to play at The Connection.    
Though instead of a concert, this band will come and lead us in an evening of 
praise that all ages are invited to.  You can check out Red Umbrella on the web at 
www.redumbrella.net, and come on October 5 for an exciting night of music and 
praise.  
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From Pastor Rick 
On September 14th,  I preached a sermon in morning worship on Matthew 18.  
Some of the sermon focused on the section where Jesus addresses conflict and 
forgiveness in the church.  Latter I heard that some were wondering why I 
preached the sermon.  Was there some big conflict creating division in our 
church? 
It was a fair question.  The answer is simple, No!  I was not addressing any 
particular issue of division in our congregation.  There are differing opinions on 
any of a number of issues, as there always will be whenever there is life and 
vitality.  I welcome the passion and interest of all who care enough to be 
invested in this ministry, even when there are disagreements. I imagine there 
are at times disagreements in your home.  So it is not surprising there might be 
some in a family of over 1300.  But I did not preach the sermon because of any 
major conflict. There were two reasons I preached the sermon. One Jesus taught 
it, so must I.  Secondly, I believe the best way for faith to be a power in our life 
is to address issues we have not yet faced. When and if they do come our way, 
we will know the faithful way to respond. 
Often people come to the church like it is an urgent care or emergency room. 
They have lived their lives, following their own plan and when things get scary, 
unhealthy or overwhelming they turn to the church in order to òfix the 
problemó.   It is true the church is to be a place of sanctuary, healing and second 
chance for all who desire to turn to faith and Christ for answers.  But Jesus did 
not come to only be a spiritual emergency room attendant. 
Jesus came to be a Savior and one who is God made flesh.  This incarnation was 
intentional so we could look at his life, listen to his teachings, and know how to 
live.  Our faith is therefore, not only a refuge in the storm.  It is a life choice so 
we can live the fully abundant lives God intended for all of us.  When challenges 
of life come our way, we can face them from the outset with a courage born out 
of faith and intimacy with Christ. 
Jesus taught his disciples about conflict not only for the conflicts they faced in a 
given day.  He taught so we would know how to be faithful in days when we 
need to give and receive forgiveness.  He also taught us how to serve, love, be a 
friend, have a healthy marriage, raise children, avoid 
debt, etcéé  Come to church and Christ to live 
today as he intended.  It will make today a miracle 
and tomorrow an adventure of faith.  Share the 
Good news with others even if it looks like their life 
is fine.  Trust me, it is worth the time now and 
later. 
See you in Church, 
 
Pastor Rick 
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From Pastor Reed 
 

Hello Again, 
This is my very favorite time of year.  The weather doesnõt get more pleasant 
and the scenery couldnõt be prettier.  On the flip side things are in full swing 
and the pace is moving fast.  .  Iõm trying to learn as many names as I can as 
fast as I can, and learn as much about our fall programs as I can.  As a result I 
have entire days going by without ever seeing how great the weather is. But 
what I try to remember in hectic months like this is the advice from Frazer 
Memorial UMCõs John Ed Matheson, who quotes Stephen Covey, òThe main 
thing is to keep the main thing the main thing.ó  The main thing for me  at 
CUMC this year is improving Biblical Hospitality.  I am in need of people to 
be section hosts.  It is too hard to identify visitors in a sanctuary of our 
size.  But a section host could check the five pews around them and let me (or 
anyone in hospitality) know that they are here.  You see we know that we are 
friendly and want to extend biblical hospitality.  However, if we have a visitor 
that doesnõt get 
greeted or 
welcomed they 
wonõt know 
that.  We wonõt be 
any less friendly, but 
the most important 
person wonõt know 
that.  And thatõs the 
main thing. 
 
Pastor Reed 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Connection Sermon Series 
 

Oct 5th,  
Red Umbrella Concert 

 
Oct 12th,  

Indifference & Tolerance 



 

  Page 4 

 
 

Bible Sunday is October 12th at both the 9 & 11:15am services. If you 
would like to be a Bible Buddy for a 2nd grader receiving a bible, please 
complete and return the Bible Buddy form located in 
your bulletin or stop by the church office.  The cost of a 
bible is $20.  

 
Sunday School Volunteer Dedication/
Appreciation is October 12th at both the 9 & 
11:15am services.  If you volunteer in any of our 
Childrenõs Ministry programs, please plan on attending 
one of these services to be recognized.  Your service is greatly appreciated!   

 
No AM Sunday School on October 12th for Kindergarten-6th graders at 
both the 9 & 11:15am services.  Please attend church with your family to 
watch the 2nd graders receive their bibles and to support all of your teachers 
during a teacher appreciation/dedication ceremony.  A nursery/toddler room 

and Sunday school for 3-4 year olds will be provided as 
usual.  Angels in Training will be held at 10:10am.  

 
Inaugural Trunk or Treat 5k Trot (walk/run) is being 

held on Saturday, October 25th at 8am, starting and ending in the church 
parking lot.  This is a FAMILY EVENT to encourage healthy lifestyles.  More 
importantly, it is a fundraiser for Righteous 
Mission.  Support our youth as they plan their annual 
mission trip.  Registration is now open and will 
continue through 7:30 am on race day.  Stop in the 
office to pick up a registration form or visit our table in 
Fellowship Hall.  

 
Trunk or Treat will be held on Sunday, October 26th 
at 4:30 in our church parking lot.  Kids may dress up 
and òtrunk or treató from car to car.  Afterwards, stay and enjoy a free pizza 
dinner and then attend contemporary worship.   

 
Sunday School Registration Forms are due now!   If you have not 
completed a green registration form, please do so ASAP.  You must complete 
this form before leaving your children in any of the childrenõs ministry 
program.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

CHILDREN  
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Y OUTH  
It's that time of year again to register for our annual the Spring Hill winter 
retreat.  This year's 9th-12th grade students will be going to Spring Hill the 
weekend of January 23-25, while 6th-8th grade students will be going the 
weekend of March 6-8.  We will need to sign up quickly, as a Spring Hill 
officials have alerted CUMC that these two weekends fill up the fastest.  So 
registration health forms are on the youth page of www.clarkstonumc.org, 
and $75 deposit is due to the church office by mid October.  Get your stuff 
in ASAP, invite friends, and be prepared for an awesome weekend. 
 
Youth Group Meetings 
Fuel:      5-7pm 
Club 89:      6-8pm 
SNL:      6-8pm  
Study Groups 
6th Grade:     9 & 11:15am, 
Sundays, 456 Lounge, ongoing 
7th & 8th Grade:     11:15am, 
Sundays, Youth Classroom 
10th - 12th Grade:   Monday night 
groups, for info contact Greg Martin 
 
Attention SNL and Club 89 students:  Any student interested in being  
involved in leadership of youth programs for the 2008-2009 school year 
please contact Greg Martin ASAP at either 864 569 6249 or at 
gmartin@clarkstonumc.org, so he can fill you in and get you started.  There 
are some new and exciting leadership opportunities for the upcoming year, 
so don't miss out! 
 
Fundraiser for Righteous MissionñInaugural Trunk or Treat 5k 
Trot (walk/run) is being held on Saturday, October 25th at 8am, starting 
and ending in the church parking lot.   Support the youth as they plan their 
annual mission trip.  Registration is now open and will continue through 
7:30 am on race day.  Stop in the office to pick up a registration form or 
visit our table in Fellowship Hall. 
 

http://www.clarkstonumc.org
mailto:gmartin@clarkstonumc.org
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Our annual Alternative Gift Fair is fast 
approaching.  For those who have shopped 
it in the past, mark your calendars for 
December 6 and 7.  For those who are 
wondering what it is all about é the AGF 
provides a marketplace for non-profit and 
fair-trade groups to sell their wares and provides an opportunity for 
shoppers to make charitable donations in a loved oneõs name.  Items 
available for purchase include fair-trade chocolate and coffee, which 
supports sustainable farming in developing nations, as well as handicrafts 
from local, national, and international artisans. 

 
We need cookie donors, people who will contribute 
3 dozen cookies, 3 times a year.  Please call the church 
office, (248) 625-1611, if youõre willing to help out. 
You will put into a rotation and sent cards with the date 
you need to bring those in.   
 
Itõs time to think Round Robin.  Round Robin dinners are back again and 
itõs time to start signing up to be a part of them.  They are so much fun and a 
great way to meet people with our church growing so fast.  There are 4 
casual dinners that you will attend with (usually 6) different people every 
month.  The first two months are Saturday, Oct 18th and Nov 15th.  The last 
two are Saturday, Jan 24th & Feb 28th.  One month you will host the dinner 
(it would be at your house and you would provide the main dish and 
beverage), the other 3 months you would provide salad & rolls, or vegetable, 
or dessert to someone elseõs house.  If you canõt make it one month, they you 
have the option of filling in a sub for that month. Everyone will be given a sub 
list, but subs arenõt expected to host.   Know that this is not just for couples; it 
is open for all adults!  If you are single you could pair up with a family member 
or a friend; you could bring a different person every month!  We encourage 
newcomers; this is also a great way to meet people from our community.  
When you sign up you can choose which month you would host .  We need at 
least 20 slots filled for these dinners to take place.  Contacts: Kathy Waechter 
at 248-625-5303 or Tammy Cropp at 248-620-0877.    A sign-up sheet is 
posted on the bulletin board across from the main office. 

 

EVENTS   



 
 

Singers Needed! 
Fall is a great time to join the Music Ministry of our church and come sing Godõs 
praises in one of our great choirs!  No audition is required ð only your desire to 
share your voice in celebrating the Almighty.  So, please come to a rehearsal (or 
bring your son or daughter) and be a part of this joyful part of worship.  Here is 
the rehearsal schedule: 
Cherub Choir (4-year-olds through 1st grade) ð Wed 5:15 to 6pmñ Parlor  
Wesley Choir (2nd grade through 5th grade) ð Wed 5:15 to 6pmñ Music Room  
Youth Choir (6th grade through 12th grade) ð Wed 6:00 to 6:45pmñ Music 
Room  
Chancel Choir (9th grade through Adults) ð Thur 7:30 to 9pmñ Music Room  
Menõs Choir (9th grade through Adults) ð Some Thurs 9 to 9:45pmñ Music 
Room (call Sharon for schedule)   We hope to see and hear you there!!! 
 
Interested in Handbells?  We are always looking for new 
handball ringers and there is a place for anyone 3rd grade and 
older.  If you would like to find out more information, visit during 
a rehearsal, or just jump in and ring, call Angie Scheu at 248-922-
0718. 

Donõt forget to schedule your photo session to be in our photo 
directory.   Also, to make our photo directory a success we need volunteers.  If 
you are interested in helping serve as a host or hostess 
during the actual photography sessions contact Rob 
Gilkerson in  
the church office.  It is a great way to meet other people. 

 
CUMC offers a four class membership program.  The classes 101/201 are 
offered together with a short break in between.  Classes 301/401 have the same 
scheduling sequence. The classes are stand alone and can be taken in any order.  
We will cover several topics like: òwhat does it mean to be Christian?ó, òwho was 
John Wesley?ó and òWhat is this churchesõ vision?ó.  We will finish with, òWho am 
I and where do I fit in?  The classes will be driven by the needs and questions of the 
class.  If one of the four classes is missed, talk to Pastor Reed and a special make up 
session can be arranged.  Our next classes will begin on Sept 21st/101 & 201, Sept 
22nd/301 & 401, Sept 28th/101 & 201, Oct 6th/ 301 & 401. 
 
The Over 55 Group is meeting on Oct 17th in the Parlor.  The speaker that day 
will highlight the P.E.T. (Personal Energy Transportation) Program.  Please 
contact Dave Kauffman if you have questions.   
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