
 

CLARKSTON  U NITED  M ETHODIST  CHURCH  

 CHIMES  
Vision Statement: òVitally connecting people to people and people to Godó 

Date Mailed: 09/12/08 Next  News Deadline:  9/23/08                                                                  

Core Values:  

Committed to Christ    Worship That Makes a Difference     Making Disciples       

 Biblical Hospitality         Transformational Mission 

Itõs time to think Round Robin.  Round 
Robin dinners are back again and itõs time to 
start signing up to be a part of them.  They 
are so much fun and a great way to meet 
people with our church growing so fast.  
There are 4 casual dinners that you will 
attend with (usually 6) different people 
every month.  The first two months are 
Saturday, Oct 18th and Nov 15th.  The last 

two are Saturday, Jan 24th & Feb 28th.  One month you will host the dinner (it 
would be at your house and you would provide the main dish and beverage), the 
other 3 months you would provide salad & rolls, or vegetable, or dessert to 
someone elseõs house.  If you canõt make it one month, they you have the option 
of filling in a sub for that month. Everyone will be given a sub list, but subs arenõt 
expected to host.   Know that this is not just for couples; it is open for all adults!  
If you are single you could pair up with a family member or a friend; you could 
bring a different person every month!  We encourage newcomers; this is also a 
great way to meet people from our community.  When you sign up you can 
choose which month you would host .  We need at least 20 slots filled for these 
dinners to take place.  Contacts: Kathy Waechter at 248-625-5303 or Tammy 
Cropp at 248-620-0877.    A sign-up sheet is 
posted on the bulletin board across from the 
main office. 
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From Pastor Rick 
Jesus tells us in Matthew 18 that òunless you change and become like children, you 
will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever becomes humble like this child is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5Whoever welcomes one such child in my name 
welcomes me.ó  He was answering a question from the disciples as to who would 
be greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  His answer would have been unsettling 
to those who were secretly hoping he would declare them as the greatest.  
Children were not an important part of society in Jesusõ day. Their value would 
not be measured until they were proven worthy as adults. Their humility came 
as much from the truth they were not given much intrinsic value as anything 
else.  They played, had friends and were loved by family; but had little standing 
in the community.  
That is the second shocking part of Jesusõ teaching, he suggests contrary to 
common practice his disciples were called to welcome children.  In taking 
notice of these children and intentionally bringing them into the circle of the 
disciples, they were doing the same as welcoming Jesus.   
In our society children have a very different place than in the time of Jesus.  
Our children are the center of our world and the focus of much of our 
attention.  Society places high value on them.  So the teaching of Christ in 
Matthew 18 changes when we think of it in terms of our children.  So to bring 
the illustration across the centuries, we have to ask the question, òWho are 
most like first century childrenó? or better stated, òWho is in the same place in 
society today as children were them?ó.   
Is it the poor, the mentally ill, the forgotten elderly, minorities of race, culture 
or life style?  Is it our neighbors and friends who we can not seem to get the 
courage to invite to share faith with us?  Is it everyone in our community who 
hides hurts, fears, worry, strife and brokenness, behind closed doors so others 
will not know the truth of their lives?  Our answers may vary, but the lessons of 
Jesus remain true.  The measure of our ògreatnessó is found in our commitment 
to adopt a humble spirit and welcome other òchildrenó into our midst.  Of 
course, this will likely mean we will have to go to the children of all ages.  We 
will have to extend the invitation.  We will have to become humble enough to 
give up our excuses and rationalization we hold onto so we never have to risk 
asking and welcoming others.  The song tells us simply, òJesus loves the little 
children, all the children of the 
worldó.  He really does. That means 
children like us.  He tells us to 
become his children and welcome 
other children. He says when we do 
that we are welcoming him.  Any 
questions?  Then letõs get going.   
Pastor  Rick 
 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE : 
 

Sunday Traditional Worship Services 
9:00am & 11:15am 

The Connection (Informal Praise) 
Service 

 6:00pm 
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From Pastor Reed 
Evangelism!  There I said it.  Many of you are cringing or exclaiming, òThank 
God thatõs not my job.ó  But most of us labor under a misunderstanding of 
what the word means.  At its root is means sharing the good news.  When you 
think of it that way itõs not that scary, and it is everybodyõs job.  You see an 
evangelist isnõt just a guy on a stage on late night TV.  An evangelist is 
someone who knows the good news about Jesus, and shares it. 
Can we be òCommitted to Christó and not share the Good News? No, that 
would lack commitment.  Can we òMake Disciplesó without sharing the Good 
News? No, that would be nonsense.  Can hospitality be Biblical without 
sharing the Good News? No again. Can worship really make a difference 
without sharing the Good News? Not really. 
Isnõt the transformational aspect of mission all about the Good News? Yes.  In 
fact, itõs hard to be a Christian if you know the Good News and keep it to 
yourself.  How can that be loving your neighbor? 
So if we are all supposed to be evangelists, where 
does that leave us?  We have to admit that not 
everybody is cut out for street preaching, handing 
out tracts, or going door to door.  This is alright 
because most people canõt be reached that way 
anyway.  But on the other hand; are you comfortable 
on the phone?  Are you comfortable writing notes or 
greeting cards?  Are you a good listener?  Are you able to help people feel 
relaxed, do you have the gift of hospitality?  If you answered yes to any of these 
questions you have found the way God intended you to be an evangelist.  In 
the weeks ahead weõll talk more about how this works. Until then enjoy the 
Good News! 
May Godõs Will, Grace, and Joy be with you, 
Pastor Reed 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Connection Sermon Series 
 

Sept 21st, òDo I Fit In?ó 
1 Corinthians 3 

 
Sept 28th, òWhatõs My Gift?ó 

1 Corinthians 12 
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Our infant nursery needs new or gently used 
quilts  and flat sheets (full size) for our infants to lay and 
play on.  If you would like to donate any of these items, 
please drop them off in Annette Siminskiõs office, Room 
#102.  Our little worshippers appreciate your support! 
 
Bible Sunday for all 2nd graders registered in our 
Sunday school programs will be held on Oct 12th.  If you 
have a 2nd grader, be sure to complete the Sunday school 
registration form ASAP. 
 

Bible Buddies are needed to help purchase bibles 
for our 2nd Graders.   The cost of a bible is $20.00 each, 
and we hope to purchase 50 bibles.  If interested, please 
fill out and return the Bible Buddy form located in your 
bulletin or stop by the church office to pick up a form. 
 
New this Fall is our inaugural Trunk or Treat Trot 

on October 25th at 8am starting from our Church parking lot.  Plan on running 
OR walking in our 5k race to benefit CUMC mission work.  Stop by our office 
starting August 15th to pick up a registration form or go to our church website 
for more information.   
 
Our annual Trunk or Treat festivities are on 
Sunday, October 26th at 4:30pm.  Kids may trunk 
or treat for free in our church parking lot and then 
participate in some spooky games!  A pizza dinner will 
follow the trunk or treating.  Tickets for the dinner are 
$4 per person and will be on sale after each AM 
worship service on October 5th 12th, and 19th at the 
Crossroads.  The night will end with The Connection 
worship service at 6pm in the Sanctuary.  
 
Sponsors are needed for our Trunk or Treat Trot.  Sponsors who donate 
$100 get their name on all of the running/walking shirts distributed to the 
participants, as well as advertising along the route.  We are also looking for 
items/gift certificates to be raffled off at the event.  Please stop by the office to 
get a Sponsor Form or see Annette Siminski starting August 1st.   
 
 
 

 

CHILDREN  
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Y OUTH  
There are slight changes to our youth programs for this upcoming 
year that promise to improve our entire Sunday night experience.  This year 
starting Sept 14th, our Sunday evening youth programs (Fuel, Club 89, 
SNL) will include The Connection worship service.  This means that Fuel, 
which was formerly from 5-6PM, will now be from 5-7PM, and Club 89/
SNL, which was formerly from 7-8:30PM, will now be from 6-8PM.  Youth 
programs will now have The Connection, and its teaching, as a centerpiece 
in the evening.  The rest of our youth programs each night will be based 
around the theme at The Connection that particular evening. 
 
Youth Group Meetings 
Fuel:      5-7pm 
Club 89:      6-8pm 
SNL:      6-8pm  
Study Groups 
6th Grade:     9 & 11:15am, Sundays, 456 Lounge, ongoing 
7th & 8th Grade:     11:15am, Sundays, Youth Classroom 
10th - 12th Grade:   Monday night groups, for info contact Greg Martin 
  
Attention SNL and Club 89 students:  Any student interested in being 
intricately involved in leadership of youth programs for the 2008-2009 
school year please contact Greg Martin ASAP at either 864 569 6249 or at 
gmartin@clarkstonumc.org, so he can fill you in and get you started.  There 
are some new and exciting leadership opportunities for the upcoming year, 
so don't miss out! 
 

A  thank you goes out to all of the 
adults who assisted in making this 
year's Youth Kickoff a success.  An 
event like that doesn't help without the 
effort of plenty of people who have to 
sacrifice their evening, so thank you all 
for helping our youth program be 
successful. 

 
 

mailto:gmartin@clarkstonumc.org
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Blood Drive: Sunday September 28th. Sign up after services 
beginning Sept 7th. Contact Phyllis Choops (248) 623-9425 
with any questions. 

Cancelled - September 20 - MDOT Adopt-A-Highway 
Fall Pickup  
Due to the construction on I-75 in our assigned litter pickup zone, there will 
be no fall pickup this year.  Pending completion of the construction we will try 
again next spring. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We need cookie donors, people who will contribute 
3 dozen cookies, 3 times a year.  Please call the church 
office, (248) 625-1611, if youõre willing to help out. You 
will put into a rotation and sent cards with the date you 
need to bring those in.   
 
CUMC offers a four class membership program.  The classes 101/201 
are offered together with a short break in between.  Classes 301/401 have the 
same scheduling sequence. The classes are stand alone and can be taken in any 
order.  We will cover several topics like: òwhat does it mean to be Christian?ó, 
òwho was John Wesley?ó and òWhat is this churchesõ vision?ó.  We will finish 
with, òWho am I and where do I fit in?  The classes will be driven by the needs 
and questions of the class.  If one of the four classes is missed, talk to Pastor 
Reed and a special make up session can be arranged.  Our next classes will 
begin on Sept 21st/101 & 201, Sept 22nd/301 & 401, Sept 28th/101 & 201, 
Oct 6th/ 301 & 401. 
 
 

 

EVENTS  

SAVE THE DATE!!  Our 4th 
annual Alternative Gift Fair, 
that's AGF for short, will be held on 
DECEMBER 6 &7 this 
year.  Watch for future 
announcements detailing which 
missions you can support at our 
Mission Mall.  Our new slogan is 
òGifts that make a differenceó. 

Fall Family Event!  The Parent's Circle invites all the families of the church 
to an evening at Diehl's Orchard and Cider Mill on October 4th at 4:00pm.   
Cost is $6 per person ($3 ages 5 and under)  for a hayride, campfire and  
dinner.  To RSVP or for more information, contact Carrie Gilkerson at  
carriegilkerson@yahoo.com or 248-462-1151.  

mailto:carriegilkerson@yahoo.com


 
 

Singers Needed! 
Fall is a great time to join the Music Ministry of our church and come sing Godõs 
praises in one of our great choirs!  No audition is required ð only your desire to 
share your voice in celebrating the Almighty.  So, please come to a rehearsal (or 
bring your son or daughter) and be a part of this joyful part of worship.  Here is 
the rehearsal schedule: 
Cherub Choir (4-year-olds through 1st grade) ð Wed 5:15 to 6pmñ Parlor  
 
Wesley Choir (2nd grade through 5th grade) ð Wed 5:15 to 6pmñ Music Room  
 

Youth Choir (6th grade through 12th grade) ð Wed 
6:00 to 6:45pmñ Music Room  
 
Chancel Choir (9th grade through Adults) ð Thur 
7:30 to 9pmñ Music Room  
 
Menõs Choir (9th grade through Adults) ð Some 
Thurs 9 to 9:45pmñ Music Room (call Sharon for 
schedule)   We hope to see and hear you there!!! 

 
Interested in Handbells?  We are always looking for new handball ringers and 
there is a place for anyone 3rd grade and older.  If you would like to find out more 
information, visit during a rehearsal, or just jump in and ring, call Angie Scheu at 
248-922-0718. 

Donõt forget to schedule your photo session to be 
in our photo directory.   Also, to make our photo 
directory a success we need volunteers.  If you are interested 
in helping serve as a host or hostess during the actual 
photography sessions contact Rob Gilkerson in  
the church office.  It is a great way to meet other people. 
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New Home Needed 
Christine Wyatt would like to place her brother Jimõs 2 cats in a loving home: 
Katrina is 7 , a long haired Siamese female that is spayed & very affectionate. 
Pita is 5, a black longhair spayed female. The cats could be sepa-
rated. Please, please think about adding a òpretty kittyó to your 
home.  Contact Christine at cwyatt@clarktonumc.org or 248-
625-1611. 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

21 
8am UMM Breakfast 
9am Worship 
10:10am Parlor Class 
10:10am Parents Circle 
11:15am Worship 
5pm Fuel  
6pm The Connection  
Service 
6pm Club 89  
6pm SNL 
7:15pm Couples Class 
7:30pm New Member 
Class 

22 
1pm Knitting 
6pm Tai Chi 
6:30pm Girl Scouts 
7pm Serendipity  
Bible 
7pm Alternative Gift Fair 
7pm CrossWord  
Practice 
7pm AA Meeting 
7:30pm New Member 
Class 

23 
7pm Boy Scout 
7pm Complete Bags for 
the Homeless  
 

24                                                                       
9am Companions/Christ 
9am Companions-
Blessing 
4:30pm Angelus Bells 
5:15pm Wesley Choir 
5:15pm Cherub Choir 
6pm Youth Choir 
6:45pm Beth Moore 
Bible Study 
6:45 Celebration  
Ringers 
7pm Companions/Christ 
7pm Leadership/Heart 
7:30pm Jubilate Bells 
 
 

25 
9am UMW Exec. Board 
9:30am Beth Moore 
Bible  
1pm Line Dancing 
6:30pm Menôs Bible 
Study 
7:30pm Chancel Choir 
9pm Menôs Choir 
 

26 
7am Menôs Bible Study 
7pm AA Meeting 
 
 

27 
 

28 
8am-1:30pm Blood 
Drive 
9am Worship 
10:10am Parlor Class 
10:10am Parents Circle 
11:15am Worship 
5pm Fuel  
6pm The Connection  
Service 
6pm Club 89  
6pm SNL 
7:30pm New Member 
Class 

29 
10am Grief Support 
1pm Knitting 
2:30-8:50pm Photo  
Directory 
6pm Tai Chi 
6:30pm Ad Council 
7pm Serendipity  
Bible 
7pm CrossWord  
Practice 
7pm AA Meeting 
 

30 
2:30-8:50pm Photo  
Directory 
7pm Boy Scout Troop 
 
 
 

1 
9am Companions/Christ 
9am Companions-
Blessing 
9:30am SusannaWesley 
2:30-8:50pm Photo/Dir 
4:30pm Angelus Bells 
5:15pm Wesley Choir 
5:15pm Cherub Choir 
6pm Youth Choir 
6:45pm Beth Moore 
Bible Study 
6:45 Celebration/Ringer  
7pm Companions/Christ 
7pm Leadership/Heart 
7pm Orchestra Prac. 
7:30pm Jubilate Bells 

2 
9:30am Beth Moore 
Bible Study 
1pm Line Dancing 
2:30-8:50pm Photo  
Directory 
6:30pm Menôs Bible 
Study 
7pm Alethea Rose 
7:30pm Chancel Choir 
 
 
 

3 
7am Menôs Bible Study 
9:30am ACGF Meeting 
2:30-8:50pm Photo 
Directory 
7pm AA Meeting 
 

4  
9:30am-4pm Photo  
Directory 
10am Festival Singers 
Rehearsal 
 
 

September/October 



 

 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

21 
8am UMM Breakfast 
9am Worship 
10:10am Parlor Class 
10:10am Parents Circle 
11:15am Worship 
5pm Fuel  
6pm The Connection  
Service 
6pm Club 89  
6pm SNL 
7:15pm Couples Class 
7:30pm New Member 
Class 

22 
1pm Knitting 
6pm Tai Chi 
6:30pm Girl Scouts 
7pm Serendipity  
Bible 
7pm Alternative Gift Fair 
7pm CrossWord  
Practice 
7pm AA Meeting 
7:30pm New Member 
Class 

23 
7pm Boy Scout 
7pm Complete Bags for 
the Homeless  
 

24                                                                       
9am Companions/Christ 
9am Companions-
Blessing 
4:30pm Angelus Bells 
5:15pm Wesley Choir 
5:15pm Cherub Choir 
6pm Youth Choir 
6:45pm Beth Moore 
Bible Study 
6:45 Celebration  
Ringers 
7pm Companions/Christ 
7pm Leadership/Heart 
7:30pm Jubilate Bells 
 
 

25 
9am UMW Exec. Board 
9:30am Beth Moore 
Bible  
1pm Line Dancing 
6:30pm Menôs Bible 
Study 
7:30pm Chancel Choir 
9pm Menôs Choir 
 

26 
7am Menôs Bible Study 
7pm AA Meeting 
 
 

27 
 

28 
8am-1:30pm Blood 
Drive 
9am Worship 
10:10am Parlor Class 
10:10am Parents Circle 
11:15am Worship 
5pm Fuel  
6pm The Connection  
Service 
6pm Club 89  
6pm SNL 
7:30pm New Member 
Class 

29 
10am Grief Support 
1pm Knitting 
2:30-8:50pm Photo  
Directory 
6pm Tai Chi 
6:30pm Ad Council 
7pm Serendipity  
Bible 
7pm CrossWord  
Practice 
7pm AA Meeting 
 

30 
2:30-8:50pm Photo  
Directory 
7pm Boy Scout Troop 
 
 
 

1 
9am Companions/Christ 
9am Companions-
Blessing 
9:30am SusannaWesley 
2:30-8:50pm Photo/Dir 
4:30pm Angelus Bells 
5:15pm Wesley Choir 
5:15pm Cherub Choir 
6pm Youth Choir 
6:45pm Beth Moore 
Bible Study 
6:45 Celebration/Ringer  
7pm Companions/Christ 
7pm Leadership/Heart 
7pm Orchestra Prac. 
7:30pm Jubilate Bells 

2 
9:30am Beth Moore 
Bible Study 
1pm Line Dancing 
2:30-8:50pm Photo  
Directory 
6:30pm Menôs Bible 
Study 
7pm Alethea Rose 
7:30pm Chancel Choir 
 
 
 

3 
7am Menôs Bible Study 
9:30am ACGF Meeting 
2:30-8:50pm Photo 
Directory 
7pm AA Meeting 
 

4  
9:30am-4pm Photo  
Directory 
10am Festival Singers 
Rehearsal 
 
 

September/October 
 
Schedule your Directory PhotoñMon, Sept 29ñSat, Oct 11 
Sunday, Sept 28ñ8am to 1:30pm Blood Drive  
 

 

 

 


