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Since the day the youth returned from   

Righteous Mission ô08, Ed II has had an eye  towards 

Righteous Mission ô09, looking forward to an experience 

that would be just as powerful as it would be 

memorable.  Like our trip to Chicago , Righteous 

Mission ô09 will include the long journey of preparation, 

fundraising, and training that the trips of the past have included.  Along the way 

decisions will have to be made, and excitement will build.  The journey for our 

group will start with our initial Righteous Mission meeting, which will be held in 

the sanctuary of Clarkston United Methodist Church on Thursday night, 

December 4, at 7PM.  All families of 9th thru 12th grad students are invited  to be 

a part of that meeting as we begin to move and be a part of the experience that will 

be Righteous Mission ô09. 

  

On a related note, as we start to think about Righteous Mission, Ed II would like to 

introduce a campaign known as ñ90 in 09ò.  We believe in the work that we do 

before and on Righteous Mission. The more people working that week, the more 

we will be able to accomplish for those people we will serve.  Most of you know 

that the RM age range is meant to be students who will have just finished 9th-12th 

grade.  At CUMC,  in that four-year age range, we  

have 119 students confirmed as members of our  

church.   

 

We believe that many of you who have joined will  

find that being a part of RM ô09 will enhance your 

membership at CUMC.  Ed II has set a goal  

for upcoming RMof 90 students be  a part of the  

experience.  We ask that your family  

prayerfully consider being part of this journey with  

us, and help us to meet our goal of 90 in 09. 
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From Pastor Rick 
 
Christmas Preparations 
As we get ready for Thanksgiving, we are already being invited into Christmas.  
I have been listening to Christmas songs on the radio.  Advertisements for 
Christmas shopping are regularly on television.  Usually the rush to Christmas 
frustrates me;  I get tired of the crass selling of a holy event.  But this year I am 
thinking about Christmas differently.  I believe we may need some extra time to 
get ready for our Christmas preparations. 
Our world seems different this year.  Even the advertisements are sending the 
message that this year is somehow different.  Instead of celebrating high ticket 
items, commercials are featuring lay away programs and great presents for less 
than twenty dollars.  We come into this Christmas celebration with a 
weakening economy and uncertain futures. As I have been thinking of this truth, 
it dawns on me it was in times like these when Jesus was born.  He came when 
people had little hope. He came in the midst of a great darkness and brought 
light.  When the angels told the shepherds, òBe not afraidó, perhaps they  were 
speaking not only about that holy night, but also of the nights to come. 
This year may give us the chance to reclaim the joy of Christmas if we take a 
little longer to prepare for it in ways that are simpler than ones past.  We can 
decide to give less from the ATM and more from the heart.  We can chose to 
instill some new traditions of devotions, quiet time and simple joys.  The 
Alternative Gift Fair (Saturday, Dec. 6, 9 am ð 1pm and Sunday, Dec. 7 10 am 
ð1pm) at the church is one way we lift up the values of  making sure our 
purchases reflect simplicity and caring. 
The Christmas season ahead may seem different to us.  
It may take a little more thought and planning in ways 
that are different than ones past.  That may be the 
best news of all.  When the world seems a little 
shakier and our routines change, God seems to have a 
way of appearing.  Or perhaps we are just a little 
more open to discovering what has been with us all 
along. Here is hoping your Christmas will be bright 
with the light of the new born King! 
Pastor Rick 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE : 
 

Sunday Traditional Worship Services 
9:00am & 11:15am 

The Connection (Informal Praise) Service 
 6:00pm 
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From Pastor Reed 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weighty Conversations 
When Ron Carter, a Nottingham professor, set out to write the Cambridge Gram-
mar of the English Language he found something unsettling about how conversation, 
in general, is evolving. Conversations are becoming shorter, with the speakers chang-
ing subject after just two or three speaking turns. 
In a world where òliteó is all the rage. I think the study reflects a wider trend. Weõve 
lost our ability to talk about the ideas that matter most. And in losing this ability, 
weõve also lost one of the most important means of both pre-evangelism and spiritual 
discipleship. 
Sometimes conversations falter for lack of a common starting point. Thatõs why so 
many conversations may default to discussing the weather and sports. Itõs rare that 
these conversations take us to anything of much weight or substance. But one place 
where we can still find a starting point for deeper conversations is at the movies. 
Thatõs one reason why I want to encourage you to go see the recently released film, 
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas. The film is brilliantly told through the eyes of 8-year-
old Bruno, a young German living in Nazi Germany. And while the film is told 
through the eyes of a child, I must warn you, this film, rated PG-13, is not  
appropriate for children. 
The film begins with the promotion of Brunoõs father, an SS officer whom Bruno 
clearly adores. The family moves away into the countryside, settling into a large 
house at the edge of some woods. Being young, innocent, and largely left in the dark, 
Bruno has no way of making sense out of what he sees one day when he stumbles 
across a complex of dingy buildings behind an electric fence. 
Seeing a little boy about his age behind the wire, Bruno wonders why the boy, 
Schmuel, is wearing striped pajamas in the middle of the day. Bruno also wonders 
about the strange place where Schmuel lives, and why its inhabitants look so sickly. 
As Catherine Barsotti and Robert Johnston say in their helpful book, Finding God in 
the Movies, òSuccessful movies do not merely transplant us somewhere new; they 
inspire us to become one with one of the characters.ó And this film certainly does 
that. We look at the Holocaust through the eyes of an 8-year-old whose country and 
family would have him believe that the Jews were enemies and were getting what 
they deserved. But Brunoõs childlike identification with Schmuel tells him otherwise.  
While the filmõs conclusion will certainly leave you in stunned silence, once you 
recover your composure, there will be a lot to talk about. You may notice how much 
worldview matters in the scene where a Nazi tutor comes to teach young Bruno and 
his sister about history. Youõll find biblical allusions, like the virtual recreation of 
Peterõs denial of Christ. And youõll find references about duty and human nature, 
good and evilñand what a world without hope looks like. 
So take a neighbor or a friend to see The Boy in the Striped Pajamas. This movie is  
emotionally jarring, and its implications are profound. But after watching it, you and 
your friends will no doubt want to go out and grab a cup of coffee and sit down for a 
real conversationñabout what really matters in life. 
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There will be no morning Sunday school on November 30th for 
Kindergarten through Lounge 456 classes.  Children are encouraged to attend 
worship service with their families.  There will be a nursery, toddler room and 
Sunday school for 3-4 year olds as usual that morning. 
 
There will be no Connection Sunday school or nursery on November 
30th.   
 
The Childrenõs Christmas Pageant will be on Wednesday, December 24th 
at 4:30pm.  We will be presenting the Traditional Nativity story.  We have 
assigned all speaking roles, but there are plenty of non--speaking roles 
available (angels, shepherds etc.).  If your child (ages 4 years-5th grade) would 
like to participate, please contact Annette Siminski at 
asiminski@clarkstonumc.org. Our rehearsals are as follows:  Dec. 7th at 10am 
(speaking roles only), Dec. 14th at 10am (all), and Dec. 20th from 9-11am (all-
dress rehearsal).  
 
Education I is entering a float in 
Clarkstonõs Light Parade on Saturday, 
Dec. 13th @6pm.  We would love for your 
kids to participate.  The floatõs theme is based 
on our Christmas PageantñThe Traditional 
Nativity story.  We need lots of angels, 
shepherds, stable animals, as well as Mary, 
Joseph, Wise Men and more.  Parents are 
required to walk with their children 6 years 
and under.  Please contact Annette Siminski at asiminski@clarkstonumc.org 
if your child would like to participate, or simply sign up on the bulletin board 
in the main hallway outside of Annetteõs office. Join us immediately following 
the parade in Depot Park for Christmas Festivities.   
 
Family Movie Night is coming in January!  Join us for an evening of 
movies and popcorn, tentatively set for Friday, January 23rd.  More details will 
follow.   
 
 
 

 

CHILDREN  

mailto:asiminski@clarkstonumc.org
mailto:asiminski@clarkstonumc.org
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Y OUTH  
Attention SNL and Club 89 students:  Any student interested in being  
involved in leadership of youth programs for the 2008-2009 school year 
please contact Greg Martin ASAP at either 864 569 6249 or at 
gmartin@clarkstonumc.org, so he can fill you in and get you started.  There 
are some new and exciting leadership opportunities for the upcoming year, 
so don't miss out!  Our next planning meeting for Connection  Advent and 
Christmas services will be at 3pm, Nov 2nd in the church Parlor. 
 
December 6 - Christmas Babysitting, 9:30AM-2PM  The babysitting 
this year will not be a fundraiser, as we want to guard against nickel and 
dime-ing our congregation.  Instead, the 
babysitting will just be a service that our 
students will offer, and will give us a chance to 
advertise the future fundraisers for Righteous 
Mission to the parents.  Youth willing to help 
on that Saturday service project can sign up on 
or before the night of the Righteous Mission  
 
December 21 - All Youth Christmas 
Party, 7PM - The Christmas Party is always 
one of the most fun events on Sunday nights.  We'll do the standard food, 
games, and gift exchange.  So please bring a gift for the gift exchange (do not 
spend any more than $3 or $4). 
 

Any Middle School students still interested in the March 6-8 
Spring Hill weekend needs to sign up before the end of November to get 
in before the deadline.  Email Greg at gmartin@clarkstonumc.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                            Youth Group Meetings 
                                 Fuel:         5-7pm 
                               Club 89:      6-8pm 
                                   SNL:         6-8pm  
 
         Study Groups 
6th Grade:     9 & 11:15am, Sundays, 456 Lounge, ongoing 
7th & 8th Grade:     11:15am, Sundays, Youth Classroom 
9th - 12th Grade:     Monday night groups,  
      for info contact Greg Martin 

mailto:gmartin@clarkstonumc.org
mailto:gmartin@clarkstonumc.org
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Mark your calendar for our Alternative Gift Fair.  The fair will be open to 
the public on Saturday, December 6 from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. and for church 
members  on Sunday, December 7 from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m.  The fair 
provides a marketplace for fair-trade farmers, international artisans, and non-
profit organizations to sell their 
wares and promote their missions 
by offering gift shares and it 
enables you to give gifts that make 
a difference.  Look for handouts at 
the fair that will give you and your 
family helpful suggestions for a 
simpler, more stress-free holiday.  
Let us bring our celebration in line 
with our values and keep Christ in 
the center.  You can preview of 
some of the items available from 
Ten Thousand Villages on 
November 23 and November 30 
after worship. 

 
SERVICE OF HOPE & LIGHT, DECEMBER 16, 2008  7:00 PM 
The holidays can be difficult for all of us:  the stresses and strains of trying to 
offer a time of celebration take their toll, especially if we are dealing with the 
loss of a loved one, the anguish of a broken or troubled relationship, job loss, 
ill health, or a sense of isolation. 
On Tuesday evening, December 16, we offer a special service that includes 
prayer, scripture, music, candle lighting, and  an inspirational message. We 
acknowledge Godõs presence in our grief and struggles, as well as the 
undeniable hope that Christ came to shine light into our darkness.  The short 
service will be followed by light refreshments. Sponsored by Stephen Ministry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

EVENTS  

Christmas Eve Services, Dec 24th 
 

4:30pm Childrenõs Pageant, Carols & Candles 
7pm Choirs, Handbells, Carols & Candles 

9pm Choirs, Carols & Candles 
 11pm Communion, Carols & Candles 



  
There will be an All-Church Talent Show on January 17, 2009.  If you can 
play spoons, tell jokes, whistle while standing on your head or have any other 
marvelous or unknown talents to share, please sign up outside the Music Room, 
beginning on December 1st.  All ages and levels are encouraged to participate.  We 
had a great night last year and we hope this year will be even better.  Start 
rehearsing now and weõll see you there! 

 
   New Choir Beginning 

Are you unable to attend a regular mid-week rehearsal but youõd like to participate 
in the Music Ministry of our church?  A new choir is being formed for our 
11:15am worship service.  The group will rehearse on Sunday mornings at 10am 
and sing at worship right after practice time.  This new choir ð which is yet to be 
named so if you have a great idea for a name, please let Sharon know ð will sing a 
wide variety of music, mostly at the beginning of the worship service, and then 
each singer will have the opportunity to sit with family members in the 
congregation for the rest of the worship time.  Please prayerfully consider joining 
this new group and lending your talents to make it a meaningful musical 
experience for all involved. 
 
Thank you 
A big thank you to everyone for your prayers, calls and cards during my recent 
health challenges.  Your outpouring of support has been overwhelming and very 
healing.  My treatments ended October 9th.  I am gradually gaining more energy 
and look forward to seeing many of you at church very soon.   
Louise Angermeier 

 
Thank you to all who participated in CUMC annual Take-a-SACK, Bring it BACK 
program.  Thanks to you sharing your blessings over 300 sacks of food was 
collected for Lighthouse.   
Thank you, CUMC Missions 
 
Thank you to all the wonderful people who helped with the Pasty Sale.  It 
wouldnõt have been half as much fun, or as big a success without you.   
~Ilene Kauffman 
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Reminder 
Cut off date for ordering Poinsettias is  
Saturday, Dec 1st.  The cost is $11.00 each. 
Order forms will be in bulletin and in the 
church office. 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

30 
9am Worship/Kids in 
Worship 
10am AGF Meeting 
11:15am Worship/Kids 
in Worship 
3pm Festival Singers 
5pm Fuel 
6pm The Connection  
6pm SNL 
6pm Club 89 
7:15pm Sunday Night 
Couples Class 
 

1 
1pm Knitting 
6pm Tai Chi 
7pm Career Transition 
7pm Serendipity  
Bible 
7pm CrossWord  
7pm AA Meeting 
7:30pm Cub Scout 
Leader Meeting 
 

2 
12:30 Clarkston Assist. 
Board 
7pm Boy Scout 
7pm Stephen Ministry 
Meeting  
 

3                                                               
9am Companions/Christ 
9am Companions 
9:30am Susanna 
Wesley Circle 
4:30pm Angelus Bells 
5:15pm Wesley Choir 
5:15pm Cherub Choir 
6pm Intergenerational 
Advent 
6pm Youth Choir 
6:45 CelebrationRingers 
7pm Companions/Christ 
7pm Orchestra Practice 
7:30pm Jubilate Bells 
 
 

4 
9:30am Beth Moore 
Bible  
11am Advent Class 
1pm Line Dancing 
6:30pm Menôs Bible 
Study 
6:30pm Sacred Dance 
7:30pm Chancel Choir 
 

5 
7am Menôs Bible Study 
7pm AA Meeting 
 
 

6 
9am Alternative Gift Fair 
 

7 
9am Worship 
10am Alternative Gift 
Fair 
10:10am Adult Ed. 
11:15am Worship 
1:30pm Angels in Train-
ingðOffsite 
2pm Angelus Bells, 
Wesley/Cherub Choir  - 
Offsite 
5pm Fuel Meeting 
6pm The Connection  
6:00 Club 89 

8 
1pm Knitting 
6pm Tai Chi 
6:30pm Career  
Transitions Meeting 
6:30pm Girl Scouts  
7pm Serendipity  
Bible 
7pm AA Meeting 
7pm Crossword 
7pm Trustee Meeting  
 

9 
7pm Boy Scout Troop 
7pm SPRC Meeting 
 
 
 

10 
9am Companions 
9am Companions-
Blessing 
9am Memorial Meeting 
9:30am Heart of Hannah 
4:30pm Angelus Bells 
5:15pm Wesley Choir 
5:15pm Cherub Choir 
6:00pm Youth Choir 
6:45 CelebrationRingers 
7pm Ladies Xmas Tea 
7pm Companions  
7:30pm Jubilate Bells 
 
 

11 
11am Advent Class 
1pm Line Dancing 
6pm Boy Scout  
6:30pm Menôs Bible 
Study 
6:30pm Sacred Dance  
7pm Boy Scout 
7pm Finance Committee 
7:30pm Chancel Choir 
7:30pm Hospitality/
Witness Meeting 
 
 
 

12 
7am Menôs Bible Study 
12pm Over 55 Group 
5:00pm AA Christmas 
Party 

13 
6pm Christmas Parade 
meet at CUMC,  
Festivities following in 
Depot Park 
 

Nov-Dec 



 

 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

30 
9am Worship/Kids in 
Worship 
10am AGF Meeting 
11:15am Worship/Kids 
in Worship 
3pm Festival Singers 
5pm Fuel 
6pm The Connection  
6pm SNL 
6pm Club 89 
7:15pm Sunday Night 
Couples Class 
 

1 
1pm Knitting 
6pm Tai Chi 
7pm Career Transition 
7pm Serendipity  
Bible 
7pm CrossWord  
7pm AA Meeting 
7:30pm Cub Scout 
Leader Meeting 
 

2 
12:30 Clarkston Assist. 
Board 
7pm Boy Scout 
7pm Stephen Ministry 
Meeting  
 

3                                                               
9am Companions/Christ 
9am Companions 
9:30am Susanna 
Wesley Circle 
4:30pm Angelus Bells 
5:15pm Wesley Choir 
5:15pm Cherub Choir 
6pm Intergenerational 
Advent 
6pm Youth Choir 
6:45 CelebrationRingers 
7pm Companions/Christ 
7pm Orchestra Practice 
7:30pm Jubilate Bells 
 
 

4 
9:30am Beth Moore 
Bible  
11am Advent Class 
1pm Line Dancing 
6:30pm Menôs Bible 
Study 
6:30pm Sacred Dance 
7:30pm Chancel Choir 
 

5 
7am Menôs Bible Study 
7pm AA Meeting 
 
 

6 
9am Alternative Gift Fair 
 

7 
9am Worship 
10am Alternative Gift 
Fair 
10:10am Adult Ed. 
11:15am Worship 
1:30pm Angels in Train-
ingðOffsite 
2pm Angelus Bells, 
Wesley/Cherub Choir  - 
Offsite 
5pm Fuel Meeting 
6pm The Connection  
6:00 Club 89 

8 
1pm Knitting 
6pm Tai Chi 
6:30pm Career  
Transitions Meeting 
6:30pm Girl Scouts  
7pm Serendipity  
Bible 
7pm AA Meeting 
7pm Crossword 
7pm Trustee Meeting  
 

9 
7pm Boy Scout Troop 
7pm SPRC Meeting 
 
 
 

10 
9am Companions 
9am Companions-
Blessing 
9am Memorial Meeting 
9:30am Heart of Hannah 
4:30pm Angelus Bells 
5:15pm Wesley Choir 
5:15pm Cherub Choir 
6:00pm Youth Choir 
6:45 CelebrationRingers 
7pm Ladies Xmas Tea 
7pm Companions  
7:30pm Jubilate Bells 
 
 

11 
11am Advent Class 
1pm Line Dancing 
6pm Boy Scout  
6:30pm Menôs Bible 
Study 
6:30pm Sacred Dance  
7pm Boy Scout 
7pm Finance Committee 
7:30pm Chancel Choir 
7:30pm Hospitality/
Witness Meeting 
 
 
 

12 
7am Menôs Bible Study 
12pm Over 55 Group 
5:00pm AA Christmas 
Party 

13 
6pm Christmas Parade 
meet at CUMC,  
Festivities following in 
Depot Park 
 

Nov-Dec 
 
Alternative Gift Fair 
 Saturday, Dec 6th, 9amð 1pm  
 Sunday, Dec 7th, 10am-1pm 
Saturday, Dec 13th, 7pm Christmas Parade, Cocoa & Cookies 

 

 

 


